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If the Finnish Ministry of Propaganda had 
time for details it would release to the world 
press photos of old men and women marching 
somberly out of Viborg with their grandchil- 
dren—marching not away from but towards 
the front to dig a fourth and fifth and sixth 
line to the Mannerheim fortifications. 


These photos would show the men of 45 
and 50 training for front-line sub-zero fighting 
activity. There would be portrayed the mobil- 
ization of the crippled and the young for a 
last ditch stand against a million red soldiers, 


1917 batteries or those outmoded in 1920... 
relief funds for food or for munitions ... the 
thunder over Europe comes not from the Kar- 
elian isthmus, or the Maginot line... it’s the 
chortling of a sneering Kremlin sending a mil- 
lion soldier over the top ... anda million more 
to come. ... 

And in this country where “the people are 
98 per cent for Finland,” august solons debate 
... is it safe to lend Finland $20,000,000... 
will she pay it back? ... and without much 
more than taking their feet off a Congressional 
cloak room table, they prepare to vote hun- 


and a million more to come... . 


lament and debate . . 





And throughout the world democratic powers 
. 50 guns or 100 guns.. 
half an air squadron or an entire group... 


dreds of millions in pork barrel legislation to 
deepen a river or throw up a dam in some- 
body’s back yard... . 

And while the fate of Finland is adjourned 
* over the weekend until 10’clock on Monday by 
the U. S. Congress, millions of tons of tin, 


rubber, and oil producing machinery pour out 
of the country into Russia, and via the Soviets 
into Germany. More than 900 tons of tin went 
from New York to Vladivostok in December 
and 2,000 tons in January, no such imports 
went to Russia before the war. Last Wednes- 
day the Soviets spent another $2,200,000—mak- 
ing nearly five million in the past week—for 
fast-drilling mobile oil rigs to speed develop- 
ment of crude petrol reserves for its war 
machine. The contract was signed with a 
Tulsa, Oklahoma firm, delivery to be made in 
Tulsa, the heart of America. The Soviet gov- 
ernment already has posted money in a New 
York bank to cover the purchase. 

And when the news drips in telling the 
horror stories of mass air raids over the Secan- 
dinavian democracies, those who churn the air 
in the anger inspired by decency will find it of 
little comfort to learn that the high test 


U. 8. Pipeline to Soviet Aimy Defeats Drive te Cid Finns 


aviation oil in the Soviet bombing fleet was 
made possible by Mr. So and So of Tulsa, 
who in isolationist fervor is aghast at the 
thought of U. S. military intervention which 
may “take this nation’s boys from the corn- 
fields to the trenches,” but who offers up his 
daily thanks for the Russian invasion and that 
$2,200,000 order. 

The United States government can stop 
those shipments. There are a thousand laws 
and methods of pressure. There can be no 
sanctimonious neutrality in this aggression of 
160,000,000 against 3,500,000 in this de- 
struction of one of the last democratic out- 
posts ... The tin, rubber, manganese, oil and 
petroleum refining machinery can be con- 
sidered vital war commodities in which this 
country is not self-sufficient. As such the Pres- 
ident has the right to curtail shipments of 
them to any foreign governments. 


There are other methods by which this 
country can effectively show its disapproval 
of Soviet aggression. Japan learned of them 
this past year; Russia can be taught the 
same lesson by the same process. 

Democracy is indivisible. It 1’t Finland 
which needs aid now. It’s international law 
and decency, that ephemeral and elusive per- 
manent peace which is making its stand on 
the Mannerheim line. If the Soviet Union, 
with the cooperation of German technicians 
and American industry, sets a bloody prece- 
dent, it won’t be long before totalitarianism’s 
frontiers crawl closer and closer to the United 
States. 

Congress should vote the $20,000,000 now; 
money for munitions should be sent to the Fin- 
nish consulates now; and restrictions on vol- 
unteers should be raised . . . now while the 
Mannerheim line still stands. 

















Hansson 


By WILLI SCHLAMM 


Events in Scandinavia will certainly not de- 
eide the outcome of the war. Furthermore, it 
is still highly improbable that Norway will 
declare war on England. And faced with the 
gruesome slaughter in Finland, with the night- 
mare of daily death on the seas, with the end- 
less horror all over the tortured world—faced 
with our epoch’s universal plague, our im- 
agination’s elasticity is almost exhausted. But 
of all European tragedies, Norway’s and Swed- 
en’s actual pain may well be the greatest. Not 
a drop of blood was there shed, yet. Not one 
foreign soldier has yet crossed the borders. But 
the psychological and moral bottleneck, the two 
Northern democracies have these days to pass 
through, is probably more of a torture than war 
reality’s gray misery. 

There it is—modern democracy’s merciless 
Calvary. The road became so much familiar 
during the past years, the end is unavoidable, 
— but again and again, one after the other, 
the democratic nations start the suicidal march. 
Is it madness? Is it stupidity? No, it is the 
price, men have to pay for the democratic way 
of life’s best virtues. I mean it. And we should 
hate the cheap wise-cracks, the irresponsible 
“smart-aleckism,” with which certain commen- 
tators, from behind the safe shores of another, 
safe hemisphere, review the cast and the pro- 
ceding of this tragedy. 


Sweden Next On List 

This column, supposed to analyze figures and 
facts, shrewd maneuvers and material trends 
behind Europe’s fronts, asks this time for the 
privilege of a contemplative pause. These days, 
our attention is fully concentrated on one single 
phenomenon which, far from being a military 
issue, most probably will turn out to be not only 
the deeper meaning of this contemporary crisis, 
but its proceeding’s essential instrument as well: 
man’s philosophy dnd man’s morale. 

The scene is mightly simply staged: With her 
own forces, Finland cannot be defended much 
longer; if she is conquered not even a miracle 
will save Sweden and Norway from Russian 
and German penetration; Western military aid 
can reach Finland merely with consent and co- 
operation of the two Scandinavian democracies; 
to cooperate with England, France and Finland, 
means for Norway and Sweden the risk of direct 
involvement into war, and a voluntarily accepted 
risk; not to cooperate, means for them the 
certainty of future involvement—an 
ment under worse and possibly almost hopless 
conditions, but not voluntarily chosen. What 
shall they do? 

Students of classic tragedy 
mediately Sophocles’ and Euripides’ eternal plot: 
the terrible race between man’s free will and 
the blind fate. Students of modern democracy 
recognize immediately the familiar plot of that 
murder novel, we call “contemporary history,”— 
the story of democratic Germany’s, democratic 
Austria’s, democratic Czechoslovakia’s, demo- 
cratic Spain’s, democratic Europe’s plunge into 
darkness and blood: how adult, democratic men 
—with open eyes, and full knowledge of the 
certain outcome, with common sense and sound 
judgement—staggered into the abyss, 
their inner inhibitions, their ’ 
doubts and fears, had crippled their organs of 
action. 
intelligence vs. Irrationalism 

Is there something, Sweden’s and Norway's 
democratic governments are waiting for, ome 
enigmatic, happy change around the corner? No 
They certainly are not. Are they not fully in- 
formed about their countries fate, in case of 
Finland’s final showdown? They certainly are. 
What, then, is the matter with them? Well, they 
are democratic governments. And that means: 
contrary to the totalitarian governments, which 
express the obsessed, dark, dark, emotional, pas- 
sionate, wild desires of 
cratic governments express the rational, sens- 
ible, cautious, reluctant reaction of the adult 
man. While totalitarianism is night's intoxica- 
tion, democracy is intelligent man’s sober daily 
work. That is democracy’s virtue—and life dan- 
ger. 

Completely aware of the “ironical” criticism 
with which I will be stoned by fellow sociologists 
who, with the notorious self-confidence of don- 


involve- 


recognize im 


because 


considerations 


the human race, demo- 


keys, know all about the exclusive importance of 
production statistics and export figures for his- 
tory’s path,—I nevertheless most sincerely be- 
lieve, taught by the experience of history, that 
the mind, temper, philosophy and character of 
the men who must make vital decisions at crit- 
ical moments, are the most essential elements 
of social life’s course. 

The structural, economic, and social con- 
ditions of Scandinavia, for instance, would “ex- 
plain” and make possible both active participa- 
tion in Finland’s and European democracy’s 
struggle as well as reluctance and virtual par- 
ticipation on totalitarianism’s side. Nothing but 
the psychological temperature, nothing but the 
moral structure of acting men will decide, 
which way will be chosen. 

Shall He Risk Life? 

Once upon a time the slogan of progressive 
people all over the world was the pathetic, but 
entirely honest, “Give me Liberty or give me 
Death.” That was the cry when intelligent man 
started his march towards democracy. 

He has gone rather far since, and at present this 
intelligent man—precisely because he is rational 
and not at all obsessed—has apparently changed 
his slogan or, at least, his mind. If we are cou- 
rageous enough to face reality, we have to ad- 
mit that the modern democrat is inclined to pre- 
fer serfdom to death. Of course he does not say 
so—even to himself; he merely always finds in- 
telligent arguments for avoiding the risks of 
fighting, even in defense of liberty—until it is 
too late. 

If a calm and sensible Norwegian or Swede or 
American states that a slave’s life is still moresim- 
milar to life than is the situation of a man who 
nas been killed in defense of freedom, nobody 
can rationally overcome this irrefutably correct 
statement. Certainly even a slave eats more 
than a corpse. 

And not before considerations beyond the ra- 
tional topics of feeding, housing and breeding 
become involved in the debate will the rational 
fellow man, be impressed. Until that moment he 
is, logically, perfectly right in preferring sur- 
render to death. 

No difference in quantities of material goods 
is valuable enough to justify the risk of life 

(Continued on Page Six) 


GOP Hopefuls 


Spur Drives as 
Primaries Near 


By EDWARD LORING 
Special to THE NEW LEADER 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—With the war comp- 
licating all pre-planned presidential campaign 
strategy, and President Roosevelt out of reach 
somewhere in the Pacific, the national political 
spotlight this week began giving the Repub- 
licans hopeful klieg lights, Even with the field 
to themselves they showed up patetically, evok- 
ing no public response and giviing G.O,P. pub- 
licity director Waltman a vocational headache. 

Predictions here indicate that Roosevelt will 
not run but will attempt to control the 1940 
Democratic convention for the nomination of a 
man like Attorney General Jackson with Sena- 
tor Wheeler as running mate. It becomes more 
and more certain that Garner’s candidacy is 
merely a bargaining effort to prevent a complete 
New Deal landslide, presaged by the ease with 
which Jim Farley and Senator Wheeler have 
been picking up delegates bound to follow Pres- 
ident Roosevelt’s strategists. 

The march of the presidential primaries be- 
gins within a fortnight. On March 12, New 
Hampshire votes; April 2, New York and Wis- 
consin poll; April 9, Illinois and Nebraska; 
April 23, Pennsylvania; April 30, Massachusetts; 
May 6, Maryland; May 7, Alabama, California, 
Florida and South Dakota; May 14, Ohio, West 
Virginia; May 17, Oregon; May 21, New Jersey. 

Although political maneuvers during this 
period become increasingly important, the pref- 
erential primaries can show only which way the 
wind blows; they cannot determine what the 
party conventions will do when the time comes 
to name the actual candidate. 


Much of the spotlight has been on Tom 
Dewey, who hasn’t done a thing for the dis- 
trict attorney’s office in Manhattan during the 
past year. The really powerful figure in Repub- 
lican politics is Herbert Hoover. The ex-presi- 
dent has been doing political spade work while 
Dewey has been short-pantsing it around the 
country, and Vandenberg and Taft have been 
making deals freezing both the others out of 

(Continued on Page Six) 


European Labor Leaders Hail 
Socialist Work of Rand School 


In the present world crisis, the peoples of Europe find inspiration and moral 
support in every American expression of sympathy in their struggle against fas- 
ctism. This is the keynote of messages received this week by the Rand School of 
Social Science from Herbert Morrison, Labor member of Parliament and leader of 


the London County Council, the governing 


body of the world’s largest city; Sir 





Walter Citrine, general secretary of the British # 
Trade Union Congress; Huysmans, 
Mayor of Antwerp, Belgium, and former secre- 
tary of the Second International. 

All echoed the 


former Austrian War Minister now living in 


Camille 


sentiment of Julius Deutsch, 
France. who commanded the armed resistance 
in Vienna against the Dollfuss usurpation in 
1934 and later against Franco. Mr. 
Deutsch declared that “never was it more im- 


fought 


portant that the ideas of social and economic 
=r 


progress should be 


spread, particularly among 

the people of the great American democracy.” 
Professor John Dewey is honorary chairman 

and Judge Matthe f 


M. Levy chairman of the 
Rand School Third of a Century Fund being 














raised in, honor of Mr. Lee and Mrs. H 
Mailly, who have rved the school si t was 
founded in 1906 

Burgomaste Huysmans, who was for 15 
years secretary of the Socialist International, 
declared: 

“We are feeling now in E the only 
political partics that were r litic 
have heen t] nembers ist and 
democratic parties. 

“Wo heer trangled in many “ountries. 





\ gi 2 
But experience has clearly shown now what a 





Stalin-policy nd it is needless to 
m what as been done 
in the same reactionary direction by other 


dictators. 

“For this reason, we are always happy when 
we hear a democratic voice from the United 
States, and we are still happier when we hear 

¢ 


that your organization, carrying on an educa- 
tional work in the interest of democratic So- 
cialism, has known already an existence of 
thirty-three years. 

“I beg you to salute, in the name of the old 
and always young guard, the students of the 
tand School, and I hope they will become the 
successful educators of the conscious intellec- 
tual and manual workers of the United States.” 

“The Rand School is famed internationally 
for its fine work in the study of social prob- 
lems,” Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, secretary of 
the London Labor Party, wrote. 

Sir Walter Citrine in his tribute stated: 

“The thirty-three 
tand School of Social Science has been func- 


years during which the 
tioning have been a great awakening of social 
conscience and great improvements in social 
legislation. The workers have become 
conscious of the part they 


more 
play in the economie 
and political life of the nations, particularly in 
America and here in Great Britain. , 
“Unfortunately, in Germany, Czecho-Slovakia 
and Austria the workers, who in the days pre- 
ceding the rise of National Socialism could be 
ked among the most progressive in Europe, 
ve been virtually enslaved, and all for which 
they stood has been lost—though, we hope, only 
temporarily. : 
“Once it is fi 








, F 
lly realized that the tremendous 
gain in security and freedom, both political and 


economic, would result if democratic Socialism 
were really tried, the majority of the nation 
would join in the demand for it. I wish you 
every success in your work, and hope that your 
organization will continue to flourish for many 
years, 





The Campaign Gets Under Way 








Calif. Labor 
Unites to Fight 
Anti-Strike Bill 


By LEON EDWARDS 

SAN FRANCISCO.—Undiscouraged by the 
failure of their ’38 campaign to pass a broad 
anti-labor law wiping out strike and picket 
rights on the west coast, California’s various 
industrialist vigilante organizations are now 
pushing a new bill which threatens unions fully 
as much as did the unsuccessful measure of two 
years ago, but which is coated with more spur- 
ious concessions to organized workingmen. 

All union forces are united in opposition to 
the new measure and are now pushing a cam- 
paign to keep the Associated Farmers and sim- 
ilar groups from securing enough signatures to 
put the bill, which is in the form of an initiative, 
on this November's ballot. 

While the California action is the most open 
manifestation of the present nationwide anti- 
labor drive, the National Association of Man- 
ufacturers is pushing a campaign to slash union 
wage levels throughout the country. In the east, 
the campaign takes the form of a propaganda 
flood declaring that union standards are set up 
as efforts to drive industry from the north At- 
lantic seaboard. This obviously phony charge is 
spread through radio speakers, leaflets, and 
billboard posters. 

In the Orange State, the campaign to outlaw 
strikes has behind it the identical forces which 
composed the Committee for Peace in Employ- 
ment Relations, sponsor of the ’38 bill. The 
Committee was clearly a front for the Asso- 
ciated Farmers, and received heavy donations 
from such groups as Southern Californians, 
Inc., which gave $30,000; the Industrial Asso- 
ciation of San Francisco, which donated $38,000; 
and the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, 
which contributed $17,000. 

The new measure provides for compulsory 
arbitration of strikes by a board of five mem- 
bers, including one each from the California C. 
of C., the Farm Bureau Federation, the AFL, 
and the CIO. The fifth board member would be 
a gubernatorial appointee and could not be a 
, 


representative of labor. Strikes for a closed 


shop would be completely outlawed, while rigid 
restrictions are placed on all walkouts. Boy- 


cotts, secondary picketing, publication of un- 


fair lists, strikes “in violation of a contract 
and sitdown strikes would be banned. Actually 
all picketing is illegal under the measure, whicl 
declares that only “bona fide” emr S 
picket and that men who go out on strike are 
not to be considered as bona fide employees 
Analysis of the proposed lew by labor legal 











experts reveals that while it is a grave threat 
to all unions, it is chiefly aimed at for 
strikes in agricultur It 1 assed 
virtually illegal all efforts of t nigrant 
ers to orgahize and gain decent living cor 

Sinee the bill preter ' bor by banning 
yellow dog contract lacklists, ckouts ! 
violation of contracts,” and ir ty pionage, 
there is danger that union men ma ricked 
into backing it. 7 pi " y” are, 
in fact, already « red by existing law, and th 
only real effect vould have w be to 
make strikes illegal and hinder n or- 
ganization 

Whil the packer of present proposal 
have not Ty wit in the pen. a cl to their 
identity w 2 ? ntl} Attorney Lemuel 
D. Sanderson, figur ad of the organizations 





driving for the bill. The 


, real sponsors of the 
measure, said Sanderson, are 


“business people 


who don’t want to stick their necks out.” 


Coughlin Digs Up 
New Forgery in 
Drive on Jews 


By THE EDITOR 

There is quite a difference between the 
founding fathers and forging fathers like 
Father Coughlin, the Detroit demagogue, to 
whose new venture into anti-Semitism we re- 
ferred last week. The difference is evident in 
the sanctimonious priest’s last issue of “Social 
Justice,” February 19, which completes the 
“hidden history” of the American Civil War. 
The “history” began the previous week. 

It will be recalled that the holy man had 
falsified history by claiming that the war was 
not fought over the extension of slavery, but 
was caused by a Jewish-banker “conspiracy” 
in Europe to partition the United States, one 
section to go to a member of the Rothschild 
family and the other to another member. 

The second article in support of this view 
is conspicuous for one fact: it is based upon 
four forged documents! We challenge Coughlin 
and any of his bigoted followers to prove that 
any one of these is genuine. If he or they ao 
not answer, they stand convicted of marketing 
dishonest goods. 

The anonymous author of the article dis- 
cusses the National Banking Act of February 
25, 1863, and the motives of those who fought 
for its adoption. That this legislation was a 
piece of favoritism to bankers is conceded by 
most competent social and economic historians, 
but the faker who writes for Coughlin links 
it up with the Rothschild “conspiracy” by 
quoting false documents. 


Famous Falsehood 

The first one is the notorious “Hazard 
Circular,” credited to the Bank of England and 
which Populists used in the nineties until they 
were challenged to prove its source. They could 
not, and it was dropped. 

The mysterious Hazard wrote that as slavery 
was going to be abolished, he and his friends 
were glad that it gave them the opportunity 
to rule and exploit American workers by -con- 
trolling the volume of American money. 

The next forged document is credited partly 
to the Rothschild Brothers and partly to U. S. 
Senator John Sherman, who favored the new 
banking system. The Rothschilds “sent a letter 
to Messrs. Ikleheimer, Morton and Vander- 
gould” in 1863, declares this document, adding 
vritten the financiers that 

made out of the recent 
. which was patterned on a 
British Bankers Association. 

1 aying that the 


that Sherman had 


big profits could be 











banking legis 
plan drawn by the 


Sherman is then quoted as sa 








American masse are mentally incapable” of 
understanding “the tremendous advantages 
that ca es fre the system,” not even 





inimical to their 


This document bears internal evidence that 




















a fe No authentic source is given 
by the author he alleged New 
York banking firm is obviously fictitious, while’ 

nictures Sher ’ stupid enough to put 

If the nent has a existence at all, it 
, a sat l le against the Grangers 
and Popu to make them look ridiculous, as 
t farme? Ci had distributed some ma- 
terial of tI kind that was not genuine. 


Fake Lincoln, London Statements 


hird 





cument is a statement attributed 
Lincoln which is also a forgery. It begins 
h tl follon t urious sen- 
rporations 


en enthroned and an era of corruption 











£ a ar Du 














g at author is 
inknown, t it Iso ntains sentence 
ne of Ling Ss messages e the rest 

This ument Vas r ed by the 
mone “als of four and five decades ago 
and even toda Irns s reform or 
farm pu " s. We allenge the author of 
the Social Justice” article to quote book and 
page from a relia ( Lincoln's 
wT vs or sper s to port this quotation. 
The fourth forgery is an editorial credited to 
the “London Times” in 1865—no precise date 





From 

be reader is expected 

to believe that the “Times” was the mouth- 
(Continued on Page Six) 


checked. 





what has gone 
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| Committee Forms to Oust 
_ CPers from Labor Party 


Appeals to Progressives, 
Middle Class Voters 


Formation of a special committee of more than 100 lib- 

, eral and labor leaders to lead a campaign to eliminate Com- 
¢munist influence in the American Labor Party was an- 
‘nounced recently with the opening of headquarters at the 
‘Hotel Claridge. The group, which will be called The Liberal 
»and Labor Committee to Safeguard the American Labor 
, acted P: anshard.@-— 
—, peasy meade it will make a special appeal to 
‘treasurer, and fourteen vice- progressive and middle-class vot- 
‘chairmen: Luigi Antonini, George ¢TS: A statement of purpose 


-. Et . adopted last Thursday said: 
'S. Counts, Morris Ernst, Douglas ‘ \ 
‘ “s “We who have always 





con- 


P. -Falconer, Grace Gosselin, na 
“Adolph Held Syren ay demned red-baiting can take the 
Pri ecans = Hea lead in ridding the Party of un- 


democratic elements without be- 
ine accused of intolerance. We 
do not oppose the Communists in 
the Party because they are 
radicals, but because they are 
machine politicians obeying a 
Moscow boss. 

“They say one thing and mean 
another. They reverse their most 
fundamental ideas upon the orders 
of an outside dictator. 

“Irreconcilable Ideals" 

“The fight in the coming pri- 
maries will not be a fight between 
tional pamphlets are planned as two groups in the American 
part of the group’s program. Labor Party, but between two 

The Committee includes some parties, and between two _ ir- 
independent citizens who are not reconcilable ideals — democracy 
"members of the Labor Party, and and dictatorship. A victory for 


totalitarianism in labor politics 
would be a blow to progressives 
; eveny where. 
S.D.F. State 
Exec. Urges 
. 
Aid to A.L.P. 


“In the primary fight there will 
be two slates of candidates in al- 
most every assembly district 
throughout the State, one list 

supporting the regular Labor 

Party organization and the other 

supported and fostered by the 

Communist group. It is true that 

All members of the : 

Democratic Federation were urged 
this week by their State Exec- 
utive Committee to do everything 
possible not only to continue 
building the S.D.F. but to give 
devoted service in assisting the 
American Labor Party repair the 


some sincere and devoted pro- 
gressives are supporting the op- 
position tickets, but that is due 
to the effort that is being made 
to obscure the fundamental issues 
involved. 
“We believe in the right of the 
‘ Communists to seek recognition 
damage done by the Communist and to build a political organiza- 
Party, to aid the A.L.P. in its 
present primary campaign, and to 
help rebuild the clubs injured by 
the C.P. 
This action was taken as the 
result of decisions made at the 
February 12 meeting of the 
S.D.F. State Committee, which 


tion, but we are opposed to their 
then reaffirmed the resolution it 


efforts to enter the American 
Labor Party and to make that 
the vehicle for their activities.” 
The full membership list of the 
Committee will be announced next 
week. It includes: Freda Kireh- 
wey, Prof. Sidney Hook, Norman 
Thomas, Dr. Sidney Goldstein, 
adopted October 14, 1939. The fImer Davis. Backer, 
State Committee urged that the 
resolution be given the widest 
publicity in the S.D.F. press. 
At the same time it launched 
a@rives to increase membership in 
the S.D.F. and raise funds, cloth- 
ing and other goods for Finland. 
Situation Clarified 


Huggins, Alexander Kahn, Doro- 
thy Kenyon, Harry W. Laidler, 
A. Philip Randolph and Alex Rose. 

The Committee will conduct a 
state-wide campaign in prepara- 
<tion, for the April primaries, sup- 
porting a  pro-administration 
ticket under the slogan: “Fight 
the Communist Attempt to Cap- 
sture’ the American Labor Party.” 


Appeal to Middle Class 
Special meetings, radio broad- 
‘casts, a newspaper and _ educa- 





Social 


George 
tev. John Paul Jones, Prof. John 
A. Fitch, and Prof. Nelson P. 
Mead. 
Non-ALP'ers in Group 
The statement of the commit- 
tee described the background of 
the present fight in the ALP. 
“The attempt of the Commu- 
The resolution on the Amer- pists to use the Labor Party for 
ican Labor Party reads: their own purposes and activities 
“The Social Democratic Fed- was launched a long time ago,” 
eration has always taken the jt said. “The conflict broke out 
position that Communists should jn the open last October when a 
be excluded from the American ejty-wide conference of affiliated 
Labor Party and therefore, the organizations adopted by an over- 
State Executive Committee of the  whelming majority a resolution 
Social Democratic Federation of condemning the Stalin - Hitler 
New York State, heartily con- Pact. 
ratulates the American Labor “This resolution which was ap- 
arty for its fine statement on proved first by the State Exee- 
democracy, the European war and tive Committee, and then by the 
totalitarianism, our country’s at- whole State Committee, is in ae- 
titude towards the democracies ¢ord with the sentiments of an 
involved in the war, its indict- overwhelming majority of the 
ment of the alliance of Nazism American people. 
and Communism, and its decision Back Democracies 
that Communazis are excluded “We want an American Labor 
a = the —_ Party in the State and in this 
e decision clarifies a dan-  coyntry, one committed to Amer- 


gerous situation whereby Com- jean principles as embodied in 
munist Party leaders, members the American Constitution and 
and their fellow-travelers’ have 


particularly in the Bill of Rights. 
As such we are in sympathy with 
the democratic peoples in every 
part of the world. As such we 
reject totalitarianism of every 
variety. 


been acquiring control of many 
A.L.P. clubs and making such 
clubs a party to the Hitler-Stalin 
pact which today menaces the 
existence of the free nations of 
the world and threatens the ex- 





A statement on the 
American Labor Party and 
its State Secretary Alex 
Rose, issued by Louis) 
Waldman, appears below. 
The Editorial Committee 
of The New Leader Board 
of Directors takes issue 
with Mr. Waldman's com- 
ments. The committee's 
statement appears atop 
the . editorial column on 
page eight. 








Statement by 
LovisWaldman 
On the A.L.P. 


Louis Waldman, in an address 
delivered at a meeting of active 
leaders and workers in the Amer- 
ican Labor Party clubs, held 
Saturday, February 17, 1940, at 
1:30 p. m., in the Rand School, 
7 East 15th St., New York, under 
the auspices of the Women’s Com- 
mittee of the Social Democratic 
Federation, called for “the elimi- 
nation of Mr. Alex Rose as secre- 
tary of the American Labor 
Party for the good of the party.” 

Mr. Waldman’s address in part 
follows: Af 

“Power politics are wrecking 
the American Labor Party. Power 
politics have ruined many polit- 
ical parties. In minority parties 
power polities are especially 
disastrous because such parties 
are supposed to be built and 
maintained on idealism and on 
devotion to a cause. 

“Last May, I called public at- 
tention to the permeation of the 
American Labor Party by Com- 
munist elements and warned that 
these elements would take the 
party over if not then checked. 
Mr. Alex Rose, secretary of the 
party, and his lieutenants denied 
the presence of any Communists 
and criticized me for having 
raised the issue. Today the truth 
of my charges is revealed to the 
entire community and events are 
bearing out my warning. 

“At the present time, six weeks 
before the primaries, it is my 
regrettable duty again to call 
public attention to certain un- 
pleasant facts in connection with 
the struggle for power within the 
American Labor Party. 

“There is great apathy among 
non-Communist clubs and _ the 
rank and file of the American 
Labor Party towards the primary 
battle. The reason for this apathy 
is that many of them regard this 
primary fight as a fight for con- 
trol and not as a fight for prin- 
ciple or program or the future 
welfare of the party. They feel 
that it is just power politics all 
over again. 

“The clubs and the rank and 
file members do not trust Mr. 
Alex Rose and Company. They 
know it was he and his lieutenants 
who allowed the Communists to 
come in, who coddled them with 
honors and office, and who vehe- 
mently denied their presence in 
the party when it suited their 
purpose. They know, too, that 
these officials led the party into 
objectionable political paths of 
which they could not be proud. 
They know that the management 
of the party affairs was sadly 
bungled. 

“If the primary election is to 
be won against the pro-Commu- 
nists elements, and the party be 
made worth saving, there must be 
an end to power politics. The 
party through the State Commit- 
tee must take certain drastic 
steps to inspire confidence in it- 
self. For this I advocate the fol- 
lowing six reforms: 

“1,. The elimination of Mr. 
Alex Rose as secretary of the 
party for the good of the party. 
In his hands, the American Labor 
Party has been a sham or worse. 

(Continued on Page Seven) 


1864Negro,WhiteUnityin 
La. CutHours, Raised Pay 


By JAMES ONEAL 

One weakness of the _ Boe se labor movement is that its mem- 
bers, as a general rule since the end of the Civil) War, have had no 
rich memories of a Jonge democratic struggle in which their class par- 
ticipated. In Britain, France, Belgium, the old Austria, Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, the workers have, and had, such memories be- 
cause the movement published many fine studies of the role played 
by the masses in such struggles. 

This knowledge became a cultural heritage of the working class 
and inspired it in the day-to-day fight for economic betterment, democ 
racy, and labor’s ultimate aims. 

We have done some pioneer work of this kind but not much. 

Occasionally a book has come from the press the author of which 
has no connection with the labor movement but whose work is of 
unusual interest to the working masses. 

Not since the publication of Walter Prescott Webb’s “The Great 
Plains” in 1931 has there been a volume devoted to one area of social 
and economic history that equals in extraordinary interest Roger W. 
Shugeg’s “Origins of Class Struggle in Louisiana.” 

Published by the Louisiana State University Press ($3.50) and 
described as “A Social History of White Farmers and Laborers dur- 
ing Slavery and After, 1840-1875,” the author has explored a neg- 
lected phase of Louisiana history, rescued a farmer-labor movement 
from the oblivion to which it had been consigned by other writers, 
and thrown new light on the democratic struggle of wage workers, 
small farmers, “poor whites,” and even Negro freedom against the 
merchant, commercial and planter aristocracy. 

Considering the similarity of economic, social and political con- 
ditions in other Southern States in the same period, this remarkable 
book suggests that an intensive study of other states of the Old 
South would reveal a somewhat similar story of a working popula- 
tion more or less conscious of its interests and asserting them against 
the ruling class, its political and academic retainers. 

Geography, soil, temperature, rainfall and waterways of the state 
and its several sections are presented as constant material factors; 
slavery, immigration, wage labor, large plantations, small farms, up- 
rooted “poor whites,” city mer-® 
chants and bankers, commercial ignorant, whose main reliance 
agents, religious sects and polit- was on truck gardening, and 
ical parties, constitute a enang- whose children went without 
ing mosaic ot interests within tnis schooling: and those who were 
permanent material environment. lazy and improvident as well as 

The author studied all the avail- — jgnorant, and consequently suf- 








able documentary material and fered all the privations of pov- 
then spent nearly three years of opty.” 

personal observation and investi- The author rejects the theory 
gation in the state and the re- offered by some historians that 
sult is a masterly job of inter- the lowest segment of the poor 


preting the maze of unfolding 
events that made Louisiana the 
peculiar civilization we know on 
thought we knew. 

Throughout the volume like a 
scarlet thread may be traced the 
antagonism of the 
groups that constituted the aris- 
tocracy of property owners, led 
by wealthy planters ,and the ma- 
jority of the population, possess- 
ing little or no wealth. Suffrage, 
representation, and control of the 
state were the main issues in this 
struggle but the real stakes were 
the legislative protection and en- 


whites owed their poverty to their 
ancestors, the unfortunate wretch- 
es dumped on America in colonial 
times. 

“Seldom has biological heredity 
been falsely invoked to explain 
social consequences so disastrous 
and so remote,” he declares. 


minority 


They were a by-product of a 
plutocratic society that deprived 
them of opportunities to rise in 
the social scale but the argument 
of hereditary traits was comfort- 
ing to the consciences of members 
of the ruling plutocracy who, cu- 
hancement of the material inter- riously enough, also fostered the 
ests of the antagonistic groups. idea that the whole white rere 

a, . - was superior to the Negro who 
in turn was condemned to servi- 
tude because of his alleged in- 
heritance of innate, shiftless, and 
irresponsible qualities. 


The upper group of leading 
property owners was not a com- 
pact one. Commercial, merchant, 
banking and landed capitalists 
oceasionally divided in opinion 
and on issues, which were com- 


¥ ™ 


This race dogma had its effect 





Books and Writers 








By ELIAS L. TARTAK 


The Diplomatic Prelude to War 


LIVER BENSON has given us an unpretentious middle-size 
book* on the diplomatic maneuvering in Europe from the begin- 


ning of the Czecho-Slovak crisis to the outbreak of this current war, 
It is essentially a survey of what we so far know of the feverish and 
distracted negotiations conducted by the French and English govern- 
ments in their efforts to secure “peace in our time.” 

It is a summary of one diplomatic defeat after another, finally 
and ominously resulting in a second World War 
in our time.” 

The reader does: not expect too much from 
a book which is frankly a compilation of ma- 
terial accessible to all careful newspaper readers 
interested in world politics. 

Such a reader would, however, appreciate a 
careful and coordinated analysis of so many 
facts the impact of which was received from 
Elias Tartak day to day in the excitement and confusion of 

diplomatic battles. 
Tae full history of the years 1938 and 1939 will be known only 
in future years when the diplomatic archives are thrown open— 
and the prominent 
inevitable memoirs. 





survivors of this war have published their 
But who can wait? The book under review is therefore a preface 
to a future history of the events leading up to the present war. 
Since, however, the author is a scholar in the field of international 
politics (he is a professor of government in the University of QOkla- 
homa) who studied his subject in the universities of Europe as well 
as from the vantage-point of the seat of the League of Nations in 
Geneva, his book turns out to be a more valuable contribution to pre- 
war 





history than its modest preface seems to indicate. 

The tone and attitude of the writer are highly objective, almost 
too objective for this partisan columnist. It must be admitted that 
these are, nowadays, rare and refreshing qualities. 

His analysis has historical depth. The traditional policy-habits 
of England, Germany and Russia are well presented through all 
their modifications and transformations. The diplomatists 
are just as slow to change as the venerals were in the last war. 
Eprce more, as in 1914, Germany “did not want war.” All she 

wants, in the words of Jules Cambon, “is the fruits of victory.” 
And Soviet Russia, according to Oliver Benson, could not resist the 
temptation cf plunging Hitler and Chamberlain into a war out of 
which both England and Germany are likely to emerge shattered 
and exhausted, with Russia eventually holding the balance of power 
in Europe and in Asia. 

Such policies, ef course, 
the risks Stalin and Hitler— 





recent 


involve grave risks, but these are just 


or their regimes—cannot resist taking. 


On the whole, Oliver Benson's little book is an enlightening 
uecount of so confusing a chapter in the history of European 
diplomacy. 

Its sagacious probing and restraint of conclusion will provide a 


good deal of food for the reader’s thought. 
* THROUGH THE DIPLOMATIC LOOKING GLASS, by Oliver 


Benson: University 0} Oklahoma Press » 226 pp. $2.00. 


Georg Kaiser and His Russians 
By CLARA GRUENING STILLMAN 


N 1819-29 Georg Kaiser was a famous and prolific German 

dramatist. In plays he dealt, in staccato expres- 
sionistic vein, with the delusions, disillusions and frustrations of 

Audiences crowded to his sensational portrayals of the 
individual’s tragic help- ®—-——————— 
Later, in Paris, he 
Vera is dead and marries a 
simple girl who loves him. Vera 
iting is not dead, but though he meets 
2, her several times under strange 
Zoris, circumstances she does not know 
impossible 


some 50 


mankind. 





modern 


lessness. hears that 

In Vera*, his first novel, Kaiser 
again uses” sensationalism and 
symbolism to tell an ¢ i 


story Ww ith a deeper meanin;s 






Life starts brilliantly for I 
a Czarist officer who adores his him and he finds it 


beautiful bride Vera and military 


either to make himself known to 


plicated by the race question and 
the competition of two ruling 
parties. Democratic and Whig. 
The underprivileged group was 
much less compact than the rul- 
ing plutocracy, because it was di- 
vided into more economic groups 


-small farmers owning a few 
slaves, others working their own 


acres, upland yeomen and squat- 
ters, wage workers of New Or- 
leans and a few other cities, and 
“mean whites” of two types. 
The first was that of illiterates 
vegetating in almost unbelievable 
destitution as the cast-offs of a 
slave society, and the second was 
that of the “deserving poor’ who 


on many underprivileged whites 
and too often made them allies 
of the ruling whites in political 
struggles but 
occasions when free Negro and 
white workers acted together. 
Two labor unions were active 
in New Orleans before the Civil 
War but organization was diffi- 
cult because labor “was composed 
of jealous elements, white and 
colored, native and foreign, slave 
and free, divided among them- 
selves and isolated from the 
northern trade union movement.” 
To this must be added lack of 
an adequate popular educational 
system, the ruling class fearing 


there were also 


the results of a general diffusion 
of knowledge; and a press and 
political parties which generally 
raised the issue of race if the 
masses tended to ‘present their 
(Continued on Page Six) 


were regarded by their “betters” 
as thrifty but unfortunate. Below 
these groups 'was still another 
layer, the “Cajuns” whose an- 
cestors had been expelled from 
Acadia, a peasant class numerous 
on the central prairies and along 
swamps and bayous in the lower 





Sugar Bowl. Acclaimed by Critics From 
* - Coast to Coast as One of the 
Even these peasants were not Important Books of the Year 


Columbus (Ohio) Dispat. 

“Certain to be one of the most 
discussed books of the year” 

rt Worth, T tar-1 : 


a compact class as they were di- 
vided into three economic types: 
those who owned small farms, ‘ 
“sent their children to school, and 
had contact with the towns; the 


A Sei elegram 
“Likely to rank with the most 
Significant exposes o a tur 
bulent halt-century” 
ba N.Y. # 





vis G 1 Tribu 
“Far more revealing than the 





tinction of the labor unions, 
political parties, cooperative and 
cultural organizations of the 
working people. 

“The American Labor Party 
has also performed a solemn duty 
it owes to itself, to the labor or- 
ganizations of the state, and to 
democracy in general. Its action 
will encourage other organiza- 
tions in other states to follow its 
example. 

“It insures the continued 
growth of the A.L.P. whose de- 
velopment had been arrested be- 
catse of the Communist menace 
which had already driven many 
advocates of democratic 
ophy to give up their 
ship. 


philos- Was being realized in the “Work- 
member- ers’ and Peasants’ Republic.” 
al@ 

“We urge all our members in 
the state not only to build up the 
S:D.F. but also to give devoted 
service in assisting the A.L.P. to 
repair the damage done by the 

; ne | ue Sain palst, — Brown-shirted totalitarian despot- 

and to help it to rebuild the clubs > Darl 
that have been seriously injured a oadamcpsn 
by the Communist elements. A 

“Resolved: That a copy of this et Russia demonstrates not mer- 
statement be sent to the state of ely the collapse of Stalinism, as 


They felt that here was a coun- 
try which would know neither op- 
nor oppressed. Events 
proved otherwise. And now these 
radicals condemn the Red totali- 
tarian dictatorship of Moscow in 


pressors 





What is now going on in Sov- 









fice of the A.L.P. and to our rrotsky would have us believe, 
members throughout the state of Bolshevism itself. 
and to the press.” Prot es that the 





ilinism is the res 








THE NEW LEADER is published etrayal of Bolshevism. 





every Saturday by The New Leader lo prove his point,ehe cites the 
Publishing Association, 7 E. 15th St., } fact that Stalin has slaughtered 
New York, N. Y.; Tel. ALgonquin 4-4622. an i aught 
pmo MXIW = Sat., Feb. 24,1940 No.8 t old Bolsheviks 

tered as Second Class Matter, Jan- in wamtete +} any — £ 
wary’l9, 1924, at the Post Office at New me Fam, We gremeenees 
York, under the act of March 3, 1879. Stalinism was laid by Lenin and 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Trotsky. Trotsky im power would 

REET S 205.05 0005 scccesscees $1.00 ; 
New: York City Renewals........ 2.00 perhaps not meted out death to 
1 Year to Foreign Countries..... 3.00 the Bukharins and Kamenievs. 


\ helm 


1 Year to Canada............. Le. 2.80 With Trotwky at the 





Social Democracy’s Great Chance] |: 
Comes with Rout of Communists |}. 


By DAVID SHUB 
Stalin’s alliance with Hitler and his brutal assault upon 
democratic little Finland have dealt a death-blow to Com- 
munism. Every upright and sincere American radical and 
liberal who previously had sympathized with Soviet Russia 
is now keenly disappointed. These men and women had be- 
lieved that a free and just order ¢e—<@ —{ —____________ 


however, the tussian people 
would have enjoyed no greater 
amount of liberty than is their 
share under Stalin. For the re- 
gime of dictatorship and terror 
was inaugurated by Lenin and 
Trotsky. It was under Trotsky- 

and with his approval—that a 
great number of liberals and So- 
cialists were slaughtered and 
tortured to death. The toll of so- 
cialist and liberal victims was no 
less under Trotsky than under 
Stalin. 

Trotsky and Stalin spring from 
he same Bolshewism. 
Both are equally responsible for 
he detruction of liberty in Rus- 
ia. Both share responsibility for 
the triumph of Fasicm in Hun- 
cary, Italy, and Germany. 


source 


So-called “Revolutionary So- 
cialism” which considered the 
Western European and Ameri- 
can democracies as “bogus”, has 
coHapsed together with Bolshe- 
vism. There is no further agita- 


work of any Congressional Com- 
mittee” 
Ralph Thomy } 


pson, N - nes? 
“Highly readable certainly 





Timely interesting 

. the reader will 
| find practically all of his ques 
answered” 


| enlightening . 









“A terrific indictment . .. an 
. ° . ow important contribution to con 
tion for the creation of a “Wor- temporary American life” 
cers’ De pracy”, ¢ seudonym scon, Georgia Telegraph: , 
ker Democr acy ; ¥ pse u yI “Will have far-reaching effects 
for the well-known “Dictatorship No one, whether he favors ot 
. » enaindonctead: 39 opposes Communism, should 
of the Proletariat. ignore this hook” 
Communism has disillusioned Montgomery, Ala, Advertiser: 
: " ae 1 . “He tells the whole grim story 

all honest left-wingers and now simply, unforgetably” 
even former Communists realize Worcester (Mass.) Telegram: — 

— oe > : lead t “Gives enough supporting evi- 
that dictatorships must lead to dence of every assertion to con- | 
enslavement; that Socialism with- 


Vv 





vinee anyone 


: : Los Angeles Times 
out liberty is unthinkable —and “Highly significant and interest | 
impossible. ing history” 
Px 7 ‘ P P Providence (R. 1.) J 1 | 
The idea of dictatorship is “The only history of American | 


Never be- > ‘ a extant é 


completely bankrupt. Serge > ae | 
favor- The most authentic account 
| 
| 


fore were conditions so 


able for. the development of a of Communism at work in 


Ainerica 





reniains any Commu 
nist or fellow-traveler who still 
believes that Communism is the 
faith that will save the world 


strong movement of democratic Boston Pos 
Socialism as they are today in “A sweeping condemnation } 
cE : : , He spares nothing and nobody | 
the United States. New York Su 

Within the past zen years, Buffalo Nev 
_Within the past dozen yea Eneplete with sto | 
life in America has undergone trigue. Double crossing, } 
vast changes. The psychology of ing and filling and | 
' 


the masses of the American peo- 
] 


ple has likewise changed. As time 





| 
goes on, there is a constantly from the oppressi rpital- | 
slimmer chance for the average a a read the interes } 
American vorker to amass 


wealth, t« come a capitalist. 


* é * 


Steadily, the competition with- 
in the professions sharpens. The 
big banks are tightening their ° ° ° 
control on the nation’s industry By Benjamin Gitlow | 
and trade. One who lacks capital THREE PRINTINGS | 
finds that opportunities for him E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY $3.75 | 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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her or to remain with the other 
woman. 
The tragedies 


glory with equal ardor. He rushes 
into the world war convinced 
that he will lead his men to vic- 
tory and win fame : characters are consequences 

But the Russian Army was de- of his self-deluding romanticism 
feated at Tannenberg without - anc failure to live up to his 
striking a blow. In the terrible grandiose idea of himself, crossed 
rout Boris, finding himself in a also by the pathetic fears and 
wood, has neither the courage to delusions of the others. In a net- 
kill himself nor to bear the dis- werk of false situations only the 
grace of suffering of all and Boris’s final 
realization of his guilt and de- 
sire to atone are real. 

Although in translation the 
story often appears stilted and 
overwritten, its profound feeling 

communicated to the reader 
whether he views it merely as a 
romantic tale cr as a sensitive 
rendering of typical human or 
social tragedy. 


involving the 


nd happiness. main 


being captured un- 
wounded. He exchanges uniforms 
and identity discs with a dead 
private and returns to life as 
Stepan Gar, waiter and German 
prisoner. 

Many adventures await him 
and much suffering and remorse. 


Vera. 


ance Book Corporation. 


By Georg Kaiser. Alli- 
$2.50. 
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John Garfield, famous stage and screen actor, 
will read from the writing of John Steinbeck. 
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By Charles Edward Russell 








The News Reel 


ET us not look with the cold and clammy eye of Disdain upon 
the presidential aspirations of Mr. Paul V. McNutt. Truly 
enough, he cannot be classed with the Sage and Serious Thinkers, 
like Senator Taft and Senator Vandenberg. T: enough, he can 
never contest with Senator Reynolds for the hon f eminence a 
the Darling of the Hill-Billies. Yet his severest critics cannot 
assert that this industrious and hard-speaking candidate is un 
worthy of a peculiar distinction. None can deny that as head of 
the Order of Candid and Out-and-Out Ruffians, he is without a peer. 

Mr. McNutt is utterly opposed to Philippine independence and 
says so without circumlocution. He wants us to go without masks 
or pretense into the international hold-up business, seize the 
Philippine and keep them as our own. Don’t they belong to us? 
Haven’t we got our hooks into them? Well, then, why be namby- 
pamby about it and pretend altruism when we have a chance to 
get away with a big bank roll? 

Of course, there are persons of the flabby and milk-toast order 
that think we ought to keep the solemn covenants we have made 
with the people of the Philippines! There are even those that 
say we look extremely ill condemning Japan and Hitler for break- 
ing treaties when for twenty-four years we have, by one filthy 
device and another, evaded the pledge we gave in the Jones Act. 
While Mr. McNutt has manifestly a proper contempt for these 
weak souls, he is still generous enough to make some concessions 
to gelatinous sentiment. So he redsons for the looting 
expedition he advocates. 











gives 


Filipinoes 
1946, they 


A. We are now keeping the lowly, ineapable 
alive; if we withdraw, as we have promised, in 
will all starve to death. 

B. If we withdraw, in the process of starvine these 
wretched creatures will fall to fighting one another and there 
will be civil war before there is total extinction, 

Ages Ahead of 

Mr. McNutt 

T seems to be Gangster MceNutt’s opinion that when we 

Islands they were inhabited by a “poor, ignorant race,”’ that we 
have taught them everything know, including the idea of 
freedom, which we should 
our greatest blunder. But 
ineapable and utterly unfit to 

When Mr. MeNutt’s ancestors were skin-clad sav 
about the woods of North Europe and living in ¢ 
ignorant Filipinoes had organized government, 
of jurisprudence, courts of law, a great literature, and admirable 
music. They were fighting for their independence before we lifted 
a hand for our own. “Poor,” “ignorant, ; 
produced in José Rizal the greatest single intellect of whom we 
have any earthly record; in Apolinario Mabini, one of the world’s 
greatest philosophical democrats; and historians 
and political Jeaders, compared with whom the 
Governor of Indiana looks like an intellectual baby. Though it 
must be confessed that none of these ever sent troops to settle 
labor disputes, which. 
standing achievement in the 

If the Democratic National Convention 
Mr. MeNutt, oie good start has been made tor 
party with him for standard bearer. The par 
It is the good old Jolly Roger, 


. 
took the 





} 
Uf 


neve ave implanted in them, being 
they are still ignorant and 


themselves. 


anyway, 


govern 





res running 
, the poor, 


a complete system 





eS 


and all that, they have 
? 


painters, poets, 


former reactionary 


according to John L. Lewis, is the 


McNutt record 


out- 


should not nominate 


card au wv depe ndent 





y emblem is already 


designated. black as eve 
Vandenberg Makes 

It All So Clear 

[ the excitement of my enthusiasm for 
marvelous way to prosperity by provid 

purchasing power I overlooked an important plank in his platform. 

As an indispensable prelude to this Happy Days the 

government must retire from form of competition with 

private enterprise. 


Senator Vandenberg 
‘ : 
ing us all with 





unlimited 








return of 


every 


What makes this unusual among all the divinations of the 
peerless leaders is that it is susceptible of statistical verifi- 
cation; we need not accept it blindly, we can produce the goods. 








Thus, for example, Congressman Rankin has shown that the 
government’s detestable comp 1 with private enterpri th 
power field is saving the of the United es at least 
$500,000,000 a year through reduced charges for electricity. It 





is, of course, obvious that this huge sum is snatched away trom 


the stockholders of the powe) 
ment has competed. Most 
are in the hands of the One Pei 


with which the govern- 
robbed 
Cent. It is obvious again that 


companties 


of these stock holdings thus 


if they had been allowed to have this money they could have hired 
more valets, more butlers, given more $50,000 dinners, bought more 


automobiles entailing more chauffeurs, and thus reduced unemploy- 
ment and made things hum. 
rest of it to increase their holding <« 
quently their power to get more wealth and more power, but a 
we are daily assured by high authority that right 
because the rich do so much good w their money, no one not 
infected with foreign isms could possil 
More than ever, I’m for Vandenberg, the Thinker 


Of course, they would have used the 


f the nation’s wealth and conse- 





this is all 





object to that increment 


The Housewives 
Might Grow Lazy 
NOTHER potent illustration of the 
is to be found in the 
country. For two 
control of the electrical sup 





of agriculture in thi 


recent hi 


generations private enterprise had complete 


nlies o the nati 





and being wel 
aware, doubtless, of the devastating effects of eleetricity upon farm 
life, wise management succeeded in restricting its intrusion upor 
90 per cent of our farms. Five years ago, the government, it 
pursuit of its depraved plans to npete with private enterprise, 
entered this field and so far it has inereas tl number of 
electrified farms from 11 to 30 per cent. The result, of course, 


must be the introduction amone the 
luxury and false ide: 

expected. Senator Vandenberg 
sive innovations. I 


lation f indolenee 


is of equality of 





vhich the worst may be 


hould much of 





suggest that lant slides showing a farn 
housewife washing clothes with elect nstead of ith he) 
hands would be a pleasing addition to the evening’s ent 


Tom's 
Beginning 


HE agreeable young Mr. Dewey continues to make a noise lil 





a presidential candidate and to wi; pport t. From 
present outlook he will have a consideral ind possib 1 deeisive 
n the conventi Palatab 
atable ma ve th fact ot n I 
hint lisputable et + ze that 
nor Lehman had signed the ( 1 
hree ug young M1 Dew 
t 1 1 ¢ didat I 
x ld be act] h Y 1 
Lut t} iundryma 
hit { 4 tical hist e f ny iffey 
for a time and see if you can extra 


it exhilaratior 


Dewey 
if They Hadn't 
Fought for Freedom 
ERTINENT question N« 











When Greek freedon ndependent t ! 
threatened with extinction by a horde of Persian barba ians 
suppose a gentleman of large vocal pow ld find nothi: 
to do in the crisis but to run up and down t streets of Ath 
shouting, “Above all, keep out of war! Ab ll. » out 
war!” And suppose the G had a pted this doctrine, bow 
their necks for the yoke and allowed Greece to becon P a 
province 

What effect v i at render ha 4 ng sk 
fight for liberty and democracy through the centuries? What 
effect would it have had u 1 ¢ rorld art ar ‘ we? 
What upon the rights ar pert f ma ’ Wh 
be today a Supre Court that 1 protect reforming atlemen 


from Satrap Ha 
Answers particularly requested from Eminent Practitioners 
the Short-Ciréeuited School of Thought 
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By Dick Reynard 























1s iture ol 
Plotinu 
from the av 

At such 
permits neither ordinary experiences nor pains 
and sorrows, whether touching himself or others 
to penetrate the innermost depths of his soul. 
them to penetrate, he claims, would 
be an inexcusable weakness. 

The other day, for instance, in the midst of a 
heated conversation about Finland’s chances to 
Stalin’s unlimited cannon-fodder, he 


id St 
banged with his fist on the table and 


E iervenage’ are occassions when my friend Elias 
rises to the sta f the Greek philosopher 
sage who saw things very differentiy 
age man. 


moments my 





friend, like the Sage, 


To allow 








world is teo complicated for me. I think 
it is that it is too steeped in 
lity is the source of all our ills! 
rmed follower of Vasily Rozanov. . ° 
*Rozanov?"” I asked in amazement. 
"Y. y | ] 
“To my mind he was the 
writer and think 
died in 1919 
Georgian Shas/ 
“But Rozanov, 








Mora 


lam a cout 


morality. 





mov, ne 





repeated savagely. 
only constructive Rus- 
+r who, happily enough, 
the advent of the 











and keg of wine. 





said, “was a convinced enemy 
of reusow, in practice as well as in theory, and 
you, my friend, are a firm believer in reason.” 


with 


“To the devil reason,” replied Elias in 
j Perret opr he heli > . . ? } 

disgust. “We have believed in it long enough and 
where did it get us. 


hrorors that are being committe 


Look at al! the crimes and 
1 in the name of 
Tam a contirmed anti-Reasonist!” 





reasow.. 
And right there and then my friend began to 

recite Rozanoy's little essay on 
“T am not yet such 

morality. A miilion years passed before my soul 

was let out into th 

how can I suddenly say to he 


moraiuty: 


a scoundrel as to think of 


world to enjoy it: and now 


‘don’t 





forget 
yourself, darling, but enjoy yourself in a moral 


{ 





I say to her: ‘enjoy 


vourself, 


one, en jov 


darling, 
yourself, 
Way you please 
evening you will go to God.’ 


and it is my day, and 


id time, my 





cious, enjoy yourself in an) 


towards 





my life is my d 


not Soerates’ or Spinoza’ 


‘J AM afra 
fir is} 1 


1ed his little ree 





id, Elias,” I remarked, after he had 





tlor “that your sol, 

tion won’t do.” : 
“Why?” 
“Et. 45 


tion tor ment 





o daring and complicated. It a solu- 
al giants whereas we, unfortunately, 
ive in a world of mental : 





is simply this: we are numbed by too much 
~~ we lis world 


I 
be upset by events 





take t 





seriously; we let ot 





of our making and which, alas, we don’t know 

to remedy What we need is a little 
rejoicing, a good dose of laughter. . . Bruce 
Jarton so; so does Dale Carnegie and other 


Heard on the Loft 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


T°? the Left the words t 
\\ a a ir » Voc 7 vty 

alley from radio—but 

Negro Communist vice-presidential candid 

them ‘ 


by the 


someone else’s 





because he een purgeds 
higher-ups. Not  low-travellers 


ut exiled—to Mex- 4d 





Staliniste 





only purged, in public 
1co. a ne pl 
t all happened : } ae the Union 
It all happened at the recent ti the nion 





1e Communist Party’ 
Committee A 


session of tl 








report 


National 

















was read which revealed that beth Gurley Flynn, who refu . 
5.000 Negwroes had joined the C.P. / esion th vesoluti bs 2 
1 , fine 4] ; F age! he resolu King Gustat of Sweden, who 
ring After the secon rohibiting Communists from a. 
th in 1940 250 remained, andj “the Uni ifaced the problem of aid to 
no t iw yA ne holding Tie he ‘ owe . 
mic 60 in Harlem ¥Y Finland this week. 
bad just Pat ns t See story on Page I. 
| i A i iu , E' IDEN( | lo . [ : 
N can’t even ng all of J | to belic n collective sec- 
ae ? Stal S ) cy te. Manabe League into Witt Now we must keep Amer 
nie ‘ the fieht Roo elt eer n ca out of ¢t] mperialist war 
Tor ti t 1 t hat 
; he act f many of the o1 And in tess time than it takes 
‘ idl a oA tior t nit vo ’ us not to read the New Masses, 
‘ ted that Fol | inulin to lovarich Biberman was back 
. ; s Ii anit in business. This time he is 
‘ . adh oppose Din por } 
s yp ed ; cy the , selling peace over at the Holly- 
e Dl i? P on . . 
pecial Part re sentative f : MI wood Peace Forum, which meets 
Mexice | he will sta : . , every week in the Hollywood 
And so Jim Ford will not be Penna of p Chamber of Commerce auditor 
‘ a “ ‘ + me f f Sone lict arty . o 
vice-presidential candidate this : 4 ium no less. 
_ e » . i t nor Ohrevon l 1 
fall. Instead, from the windy ; sted - , 
. , reulate und filed petitior 7 \ re ’ . nar : 
city will come William Patter- bat ; . . . , } 
. : . s a Roo } rm } i f¢ ? 
son, next candidate for the vice- , - ts res} 
: dents: G, E. R. G and W 
presidency, who the Daily 
. “ ° . Car 
Worker insists, is an out- A 101 
standing national Negro lead- re i ru for t® wR AN = : 
7 . rt e 4 vimmir o] no) nr IVE N4 > 
er, member of the national nrort ¢ win £ i O : 
: ‘ and ¢ ‘ tracks 9) we rica ( rdiar 
Communist Party of the U. 5 na al rac racks, Mai : J 
99 ) ) ‘ te y 1 , 
-. ! 
i fede? b e-pres mest ant ir pos ir 
" ’ 
} SON and Alle ace Gal € ivil pt + ’ lacAlister Col 
\ to olun <t report oi iting ie pl in still permitt z name ( 
. t f mac t . ) e mast 
i ~ 
4 v \ } im 1 t} ] G } 
OW \ y } 
ic sh , ne : mins car e placed ver 
neve : : 
P ! ! ) king uu r nto Daily We 1 
, f Mosco ro eliable soure Vi plair i ‘/ 
: was ’ «< , . Wa to 
nm +} a) ommittee fe f I 
Durine tho weeks he had ; . : 1D 
g i ¢ ' Pre } 
FDR's full cooperation 
FDR full opel ition After iT ain MoWa off 5 ae te 
the hissing and hooing were ae é 
; : i ) ) 
over, Simon prepared to leave warn mre VD ied 1) aT 
the White House and came : ‘ eo 
over to sav good-bye to Roose- " 2 
: * 4 n D yu -Hith 
velt. The President cut Simon : . H A ; 
. ve lo » js erber 
dead, refusing to speak to him - ; ‘ 
B hermar Cc) , t hatchet \ 
* = 
“ ' | , $6 Rice man } tl no ri oY Onl / P 
A six months ag erman toured eat ( ( 
ru , 7 i tha ntrv sell ers ” 
‘ . . rit th Russia as a base f ! 
L 4 ae 
| ! Car Aucu and Bibermar Sie R 
overe ' it ir + la + , 
' ( ] > 
kL. t sper re yy nternat na } 
i inke1 o de human richt 
You can ] that sentence ouf P.M 
M p 1 of Pravda or tl R 
hts , ! Your favor , 
yw I ! Ar tand in M r Berl 
" 2 2) . - ear +h 
ya? ’ Ah oh. 
i Herr in t ae r 
2use of the recent anti-totalitar- leading peace society on the coast 
an resolution and confessed. Says Biber ahie ' Pp 
Already carefull elected fel 1an in effect: I must have been  lish« ectaff 


“south of the border down Mexico 
guelv reminiscent of jazz wafting down the 
Ford, former 
ate doesn’t like 


James 


* of course—tl 


rd membe Bi 





intellects of our bles 
‘uce Barton is your autho 
rnantly. “He’s .... (here 
rintable word). As for good old 
even below my dignity to mention his name. Have 
you better authorities than these? .. .” 

“Yes, I have,” I said, pointing to Martin Arm- 
; “Here is what 











strong’s little essay on Laughing. 
Mr. Armstrong says: 

. If the condition produced in a man by 
laughter could be permanently maintained, this 
the Kingdom of Heaven... 

“Man has always been fascinated by laughter. 
He has turned it round his tongue, examined it, 
tasted it, analyzed it, in all its 
demonstr dividing it into categories and 
tones like a musical scale, lovingly inventing for 
them a marvelous variety of words, each akin to 
it in nature, each striving to reproduce the par- 
ticular noise made by the particular variety of 
laughter for which it stands... 

“That is why we have today a whole scale of 
*, the 


the giggle, the chuckle, the 


earth would become 


multitudinous 





tions, 





words at our disposal: The snirt, the snick 
the fitter, 

chortle, the 

+ } sie} s *30° . +} Th’ os } 

tioning such foreign gems as the French pouffer, 


Angl 


Spanish 
juda, 


Siigge 





eachinnation, the guiiaw, not men- 


-Saxon blikan and the carca- 

“Look here, Elias,” I said after I had enum 
erated all these categories of laughter, “why not 
try to apply some of these to present-day events 
and see whether things will not seem clearer and 


more logical, 





i 








Mrs. 
It by the Communists of the Youth Con- 


‘For instance: for the ride 
gress a giggle would do; 

“We could guffaw at the idiotic Representative 
of Kansas City, Joseph B. Shannon, who would 
not honor Mark Twain, Missouri’s and America’s 
distinguished literary figure, because he had 
the brains and the guts to desert from the 
federate Army a few days after he had joined it; 

‘A snirt, I believe, would do for Mr. 
| Sumner W 
to Europe was strictly in the interest of peace; 
“As for Martin Dies’ attack on all Marxists as 
as his i 


subversive 


most 


Con- 


> 
toose- 


It’s statement that the trip of 








c 


elements as well 
about ‘Christian’ 
Liberty of February 10. 

“Hold hold ig 


beautiful 


words 





WwW thus debated the state of the world and the 


ion until the wee hours of the morning. 


Towards dawn, unfortunately, the source of 


our clarity, logic and merriment began to giv 
e became less 


mut. As the contents of our bottle 

? . } 

| less, our pattern for a beautiful and decent 
world became more hazy and obscure. 


‘Tell me,” Elias asked, as he was taking leave, 





“does Mr. Armstrong menti Iso the good old 
Yiddish Luchen mit Yastcherkes whi trans 
lated imperfectly for an Anglo-Saxon you 





Tears? 


means Laughter Through 
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Ford at- 


g to watch the 

















Workers Abroad 















“ews” si -Berlin propaganda 
i tield hes ed 1940 model motor 
env missing p' can always hear 
it comi 1 r—and ¥ it heaves 
into si} rotte inder the hood. 

For > been taking 
turns a vemer It’s all part 
of a det 1 Square w the aid 


failed te dent 
t Mexico, with its 
it has tried. So now it’s Goebbels’ 


Since it invaded Finland the Comintern has 


it 


the labor movement wm any country, exrce 


ade featist propaganda. And 
turn. 


Nazi broadsides told whoever would listen— 
German people who had t that prominent 
British trade union leaders are fighting the official foreign pol- 


icy of the British Labor Party. 


Last week the 


and the luckless 





For inside the Reich, this propaganda was intended to help 
} opposit where 
lesigned to exploit 


10n; tor tnose in nations 
lo 
it 


quiet the underground 
decency been banned by « 





1 Socialist abhorrer 





ney reported that 
nsterdal were agitated by 
serious differences of opinion between Arthur 





Greenwood, deputy-lea of the Labor Party, 
nd Bevin, powerful chief of the British 
Trans} and General Workers Union. Said 
the Na “Prior to the outbreak and during 
the early weeks of the war, Greenwood had 


made speeches sharply attacking the Nazis and 
3erlin had sharply rebuked him on that seore.” 

Labor sources traced this “news,” which the 
Germans actually put on the wire, to Dutch 
Nazis who in the meantime have been impris- 
oned by Holland’s authorities on espionage 
charges. 

“Once the gunfire ceases and the roar of 
the war drums dies away, after the greatest price mankind, 
in all its history, has ever paid to learn its lesson, dictator- 
ship will have been destroyed forever, and organized labor, 
here and elsewhere in other lands, will play its part in 
building a new world, from which war will be banished and 
in which a new order will be established.” 





A. Greenwood 


There is no difference of opinion in the British labor move- 


ment on this war aim. ... 








A series of regional conferences on labor’s peace goals has 
aroused int t and xtraordinarily well attended. Although 
the “neace now” drive of t hone I.L.P. crowd and the regi- 
mented Communists finds some support within the British Labor 
Party, ch backing is negi Occasionally the C.P. cap- 
tures a district Labor party or trades co and the National 
Exect reed to take on, as the recent Central 
Southwark Parliany v by-electior 





Finding that Party members were breaking the political truce 





king “peace” candidates, the National Committee warned 
vetit ‘h disloyalty ld mean immediate expul- 





Southwark election it we learned that Labor 





Party members were supporting a “peace” candidate, also backed 
by the Communist Party, against the regular Laborite. The 
National Executive Committee declared it would deal drastically 
with any Party men organizat opposing an official 


Labor candidate at a 








It pointed out that the Labor Party has ever yet stood for 


tcifism and non-resistance, and in the present war it has de- 
-ided that it must give its help to defeat the aggressors and will 
mit te to do so 


iifist views, but whose fundamental 
is such that they will not allow themselves 
lid l treated by the 
But opposition to official 
whatever school of 





continue to de 





standing, 
overlooked from 


al Executive with unde 


not € 


Unity Near Among 
French Socialists 
front in the 


peace French Socialist Party. 


ae quiet on the 
If tl nfluence of the Blum organization melted away slowly 





during the past year this was the resuit of the internal feud over 
a war policy. For months the schism \ so sharp there was 
much talk of an actual split. Now for first time there is 
evidence that the internal war over war is ov 

Br 1 that section of the Party press 


’ 





il of the Socialists and leader of 
week in Le 
Blum. The 





ticle last 


Leon 


igned an 








m and Faure, although close 
kers, differed vehemently over a 


ersonal f) 








~wliey on } ’ istanee ¢ Hit! Faure called 
ray no war at ny pri ” 

Even after September 3, the National Executive Committee, 
the Parliamentary bloc, and the membership were divided into 
two even sections, Conflicts in conference became so bitter 
that leading party figures, after decades of friendship, stopped 
speaking to each other. 

For ' e Fan ~s } . 
y Ré nen tins a v 4 1] " tas 
maanta ¢ te for Le Pop ; 
A wnited |} h Socia ' iid 
t powerful force in Allied politi 
As t vritten Labor Leader Major A 
leads a Br P deles o Pa 
) ) ne Ww F » 
1 6) 
I D M Leon Blum 
\ Mars P I.P 
) I) \\ 
~ A ‘ ‘y 
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THE NEW LEADER 











By Sir Walter Citrine 


President of the International Federation of Trade Unions 


PART II 

ONDON.—Here is the case we put to Mr, Chamberlain: 

We urged the necessity of full participation of the trade 
@nion movement in the macainery ol pply, and made a definite 
Tequest that there should be trade union representation on all 
committees under the ministry. 

We asked for representation on local, regional and national! 
food committees, and on fuel committees. . 

We raised several points of principle in connection with the 
operation of the scheme for the fair apportionment of supplies 
under food rationing. 

And we asked that where statutory orders and regulations 
were being made which affected the general interests of trade 
unionists, the General Counci] should be consulted before such 
orders or regulations were issued. Where the orders affected a 
section only of the workers, the unions directly concerned should, 
we urged, be consulted. 

Mr. Chamberlain told us that he wanted the most complete 
understanding about the wartime effort, and undertook that 
everything should be done to meet the points we had raised. 

At a later meeting the Prime Minister explained the nature 
of the instructions he had given to the various government de- 
parements about their attitude to the trade union move ment, 

“Consultations with the responsible Ministers of the Ministry 
of Supply, Ministry of Food, Board of Trade and Ministry of 
Economic Warfare followed in quick time. 

The talks with the Ministry of Supply ! 











o the setting up of 





bs 














British women shown drilling in preparation for aati-air 
raid service. 


The Theatre Aids F 
Despite Activity of Shumlin and Co. 


URING the last few months, besides the 
battles that have raged around Lake Ladoga, 
another fight for Finland raged on Broadway. 


of stinkbombs 





subject to flaming bombs, plenty 
were thrown by the “comrades” at the forces 
which were working for benefits for the non- 
combatants and the victims of the Rus 











attack er, Mr. Wi!l Geer, a 
As one who has been somewhat instrumental in, a producer, 

: a , F P nd +he 

in organizing the comm) "I end -% 





benefits (the Amusemer 


Relief), and as one who was attacked, both We would also like to eliminate from our And just as feeble is their hypocritical cry 
openly and under cover, by the pro-Russian argument the cases of Messers. Robeson and ~~ that they don’t want to contribute to the Fin- 
forces, I’d like to reply to some of their attacks, Geer. In the interview printed in the New nish drive because Herbert Hoover is 

and to state the position of those in the York Post on February 1, Mr. Robeson stated, head of it. People who did not raise their voices 





who are in favor of extending relief to the and Mr. Geer seconded him, that “Russia. is 





Finns. fighting a defensive war.” Messrs. Robeson and 

The opposition against relief to the Finns Ge r’s sentiments towards Soviet Russia are for their crocodile tears. If this is their only 
Sitees from four different ey First. tl well-known to those who have followed their reason, I would be glad to join in an independ- 
“mind my own business,” th i am not my activities, and whether they are official Commu- ent committee to raise relief funds, which would 
brother’s keeper,” the “pure and ple” trad nists or not, they are always taking—and in this be sent directly to the trade unions and co- 
unionists, the “I don’t give a damn for these ¢ase, exactly—the line expressed by the Com- operatives of Finland. Will they still 
foreigners,” and others of the si ilk. See- tiny t Party in official organ, the Daily objections, then? 
ond, the official Communist who puts “Soviet Worker. We do not question their right to do I have a great deal of respect for the dra- 
Russia iiber alles,” and who makes his American so. Such freedom is the heaven sent privilege matic abilities of Miss Hellman, and I have been 





political decisions on the basis of w 





We do, however, take issue with those few 
people and organizations who have, knowingly 
or unknowingly, followed the C.P. line for the 
And while the defenders of Finland were not last few years, and who, when confronted with 

rac raise the ery of red-bating. 
the forefront of the forces opposing the 
for the non-combatants of 
Mr. Paul Robeson, well-known sing- 
n actor ,Mr. Herman Shum- 
iss Lillian Hellman, a play- 


ion of funds 


» 


Arts Committee (TAC). 


t would be of all of us who have the good fortune to live 
advantageous to Soviet Russia. Third, the sin in a democracy instead of under the dictator- 


British Laborites 


Lead Int’l Unions’ 


Drive for Aggressors’ Victims 


a Trade Union Advisory Committee. At the suggestion of the 
Prime Minister, this committee acts in a similar capacity to 
the Air Ministry 

So far the committee does not include employers’ representa- 
tion. We have told the government, however, that if they wish 
to put employers’ representatives on the commitee, we should 
have no objection, 

The Minister also agreed to the setting up of District Ad- 
visory Committees, composed of representative trade unionists 
and employers, to advise the regional directors whom he has 
appointed to operate in areas corresponding generally to the 
areas already delineated by the government for the purposes of 
national defense. } 

We at once consulted the Engineerings Unions, as the District 
Committees will deal with matters with which they are pri- 
marily concerned. 

Our talks with the Minister of Food explored a situation in 
which there are to be found some knotty problems for the move- 
ment. Among them is the question of representation on local 
tood committees. The Minister readily agreed to the setting up 
by the General Council of a committee to advise him on all 
matters connected with the work of his department, but pointed 
out that the responsibility for appointing members of local com- 
mittees had, by Order in Council, been conferred upon the local 
authorities. 


* * * 


E pressed for trade union representation on, these committees, 

and he has undertaken to do what he can to see that we get 
this. Meanwhile, we set about the task of finding where trade 
union representation is lacking. We shall be having fresh talks 
with the Ministry. Up to the moment more than 160 Trades Coun- 
cils have asked us to secure representation for them. We intend 
to see that they secure it. 

The Minister promised us that we should be represented on the 
technical committees set by his department to deal with various 
commodities. 

He has sent to us a list of some 20 such committees which he 
has already set up, together with a description of their functions 
and the personnel of their present membership. We have gone 
carefully through this list and submitted our suggestions for ap- 
propriate trade union representation to the Minister . 

We also secured amendments to the regulations controlling the 
issue of postponed certificates by local hardship committees to 
men desiring to postpone their military service for definite rea- 
sons. One amendment will allow students studying for an exami- 
nation to be held shortly to appeal for postponement. Another 
amendment makes it clear that postponement up to twelve months 
may, in exceptional cases, be granted for domestic reasons. 

Steps have been taken to help trade unions in their efforts to 
secure for their members payment for working-time lost as the 


inland— 


ranged benefits and collections for 


involving the United States in war. 


deeply moved by a number of scenes 


is a sincere slogan in the case of Finland, when 
Miss Hellman, Mr. Shumlin and TAC so com- 
fortably overlooked this slogan when they ar- 
Loyalist 
Spain, starving China and other similar causes. 

We cannot ‘be convinced that holding benefits 
for Finland will lead the United States into war, or child of a worker. 
when the same people who raise this ery car- 
ried on an active campaign to lift the American 
embargo during the Spanish war, a move which 
organization known as the would. have meant much greater danger of with 


against the unholy alliance of Stalin with Hitler 
have the audacity to believe that others will fall 


have 


plays, but I am sorry to say that I am not 


result of air raids and air raid warnings. 

We wrote to the Prime Minister on this matter, and had a 
reply which I cannot say was altogether satisfactory. He did, 
however, agree with us that, in the great losses caused by war 
to so many members of the community, everything possible should 
be done to reduce to a minimum the loss to those least able to 
bear it. 

We took early note of the formation of the new Ministry of 
Information, the activities of which could not be of deep inter- 
est to the movement, and secured representation almost from the 
outset on the regional and national committees which were set up. 

When the Ministry proposed a local committee in each Par- 
liamentary constituency, we appeared again on the scene, and suc- 
cessfully put forward a request that a trade union representative 
should sit on each of these committees. 

We asked the Trades Councils to select two nominees in each 
urea: one to sit on the committee, and the other to be in reserve 
to fill any vacancy which might occur. We are far from satisfied 
about the way this Ministry has worked and about the recent pro- 
posals to abandon the regional and local machinery. In the circum- 
stances we are seriously considering whether we can continue to be 
connected with it. 

* * * 
yeu will hardly need to be told that the war, whilst it has to 
some extent restricted the opportunities for the development 
of international] trade unionism, has greatly enhanced its impor- 
tance. 

It is obviously absolutely essential that there should be a thor- 
ough understanding between ourselves and the genuine, demo- 
eratic Trade Union Movements of other countries (and that cer- 
tainly includes the “underground” movements in the lands domi- 
nated by the Nazi terror). 

First we had to consider how the future work of the Inter- 
national Federation of Trade Unions and the International Labor 
Organization could be adapted to the new situation created by the 
war. The I.F.T.U., being a purely trade union organization, is, 
of course, a rather different proposition from the I.L.0., which as 
a department of the League of Nations, represents Governments 
and employers as well as unions. 

The problems of the I.F.T.U. were thrashed out at a meeting 
held in Paris on October 13-14. At this meeting our French col- 
leagues and ourselves emphasized the necessity of providing for 
close collaboration between the trade unions of Great Britain and 
France. 

In both countries the exigencies of war, it was pointed out, had 
given rise to exactly similar problems. An'exchange of views and 
experiences would be invaluable in dealing with these difficulties. 

I suggested, therefore, that an Anglo-French Trade Union Coun- 
cil, with equa! representation from our T.U.C. and the French 
Confederation Generale du Travail, should be set up. This pro- 
posal was warmly approved by the T.U.C. and C,.G.T 

(To be continued) 
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AA 
HEARD IN HELSINKI 
She: Did you hear the Rus- 
sians were only bombing 
military objectives? 
He: That's funny—the only 


dangerous thing in my house 
was a copy of Karl Marx. 








Consumption Lags 
As Output Rockets 


That there is something wrong 
about the recovery which the na- 
tion has experienced during the 
last half dozen months was again 
emphasized in a report issued this 
week by Secretary of Commerce 
Harry L. Hopkins. 

It disclosed that retail sales in 
1939 amounted to $37,950,000,000, 
an increase of $2,500,000,000 over 
1928. But—and this is the fly in 
the ointment—sales were $2,000,- 
000,000 under 1937, when the pro- 
duction figure was lower than in 
1939. 

That means consumption is lag- 
ging far behind production. The 
American Federation of Labor 
claims this is due to the fact that 
the country is turning out a rec- 
ord volume of goods with about 
3,000,000 fewer workers than 
were employed in 1929. 


By Louis Schaffer 


Director of Labor Stage, 
Producer of "Pins and Needles” 


and red bombs on the other, hurled upon an 
unprotected civil population. Unless they take 
seriously the late Heywood Broun’s column, in 
which he satirically explains that Soviet bombs 
are proletarian-minded, and so selective that 
they absolutely refuse to wound or kill the wife 


The sincerity of all their arguments against 
helping Finland would be enhanced if they 
would, at the same time or before, come out 
1 denunciation of the Stalin-Hitler pact, 
or the aggression against Finland in general. 
How is it that such a tender-hearted person as 
Miss Hellman seems to be, does not raise her 
the voice against anything that seems to be unjust 
on the part of Soviet Russia? 

In the case of Mr. Shumlin, not only did he 





district. 


her 


cere and consistent opponents of war of any Ship of Hitler or Stalin. In the cases of Messrs. impressed by her dramatic appeal against war 
kind. Fourth, the masked fellow-travellers who Robeson and Geer, we rather admire their cour- in general. All of my past life has been con- 
keep on denying that they are Communists, and age if not their logic. nected with a movement, and with men, who 
who are insulted when they are told that thei: ; . went publicly on record against war under very 
hearts belong to Daddy Stalin. i Sere cases of Mr. Shumlin, Miss Hellman, and difficult circumstances. These men were con- were ashamed. 
ITH those of the first three categories we the Theatre Arts Committee are another sistent, something which I cannot say about 
have no quarrel. Nor are we surprised matter. They do not oppose raising funds for Miss Hellman. I can’t for the life of me under- 
7 wit Fi 1 on the ground that Russia is figthing stand how a person objecting to war on prin- 


or pained—at the Communi 
common cause with the “pur 
ments in the various theatri 
has been their tactic the world « 


combined with the Nazis in 





bien alle 
vas attacked 
opposition 
} 





2 j } and bandages 
the Social Democrats when it and bandages 
cies, there is no reason why tl land will | 
a united front with the reacti 





ists, whose leadership is very often neither purt 





1U. S.A rmy 


ive war, that the great Russian giant 
by little Finland. They base their 
“Charity begins at home,” and on 
that buying food, clothing 
for the civil population of Fin- 
ead the United States into war. 


the filmsy theory 


wir this we strongly take issue. We cannot 


nor simple. ye convinced that “charity begins at home” 


By Alli Syrjala 


were killed or crippled. 





Fights Allies 
For Planes 








(The follou va 
MERICA’S 45 aircraft plants Aino Sj 
and 13 engine factories will vosted from Nakkila, Finland, 
make about 10,000 planes n b ton Feb) wary &, 1940.) 


year. The 
finally own 
issue of a dipl 
tween the Alli 





course 





one hand, and the American Arm) It is 12:00 o’clock noon and we 


and Navy on the other. r one hou Russian bomber 


England and France want 8,000 s a few days ago one flew over 


of the bombers produced t 7 n vere at th 
year here. The U. S. Army and ‘ ' 


. a cere .- . whink & ) ; Z . P 
Navy want 6,700, of w 1 5,100 ( ; have been in turmoil 


must be delivered to the Ia led “iE? ta ania 
forces by June, 1941, and 3,000 . ee 1 any | 
to the ficet i4 

British 
have already exp? 1 th F 
sire at the mant yy 
tion that America 
given priority in all c¢: 
exception to this rule wa Russiar oust 


when planes originally made fo { t helieve tl 


ina I e! war ) a 





the Navy wer hipped ) ! Ru 1 no 


Finns last December. ‘ ( { hear with ¢ 
Flight, a leading Priti ! Russian } 0 

tion magazine closel; 

with London’s Air Ministry, re- TH nt are poorls 


cently stated that Br r t 4 ‘ t footwear . on] 


shift many of her aircraft , ae aia ite 
from the U. S. to Italy if Ame! eau 1 
jean manufacture? wel nable ih owhi 
or unwilling to meet London's re 

quirements. Ac ing to the stories 


Syrjala, Boston, from her sister-in-law, Alli Syrjala, and 
ecember 31, 1939, arriving in 
D I 31, 1939 g 


lieve me, this is the truth. 


ciple failed to raise her voice in protest against 
the recruiting of thousands of young men for 
the Spanish Loyalist army, where many of them 


BVIOUSLY, therefore, the sentiments of 
those who have helped Spain and China 
must have undergone a change in the case of 
Finland. All these people seem to differentiate 
between brown or black bombs, on the one hand, 


finn’s Letter Describes Reds’ Night Raids, 
Russian Soldiers Glad to Be Prisoners 


the translation of a letter received by Mrs. coarse, black, Russian bread and salted herring 


have only salt and flour in their knapsacks! Nothing else! Be- 


line. 





Paul Robeson 


Broadway—for Finland. 





Battle of Broadway 


R® ARTILLERY shots are heard round the world—at least 

as far as Hollywood and Broadway. And once the Rus- 
sian offensive began to roll on the Karelian Isthmus, its Amer- 
ican flank began covering up along New York’s theatrical 


This city was treated to the pitiful sight of a section of the 
entertainment world fighting the dispatch of funds to feed and 
clothe the civilian victims of a military invasion. Men like 
Herman Shumlin, Will Geer, and Paul Robeson, women like 
Lillian Hellman, and musicians and others banded together to 
produce a spectacle of which this city’s progressive elements 


Obviously those who fought the feeding of women and ehildren 
driven from their homes by bombardments of world war pro- 
portions were following a party line. Some unions which con- 
stantly appeal to the public for support in their picketing 
acitvities alienated this very support by following the same 


But the theatre came through ... Alfred Lunt, Tallulah Bank- 
head, and dozens of other big stage names helped pour thou- 
sands of dollars into the Finnish relief fund. 

Here is the behind-the-scenes story, written by a man who was in the center of the fight—on 


not protest against the Stalin-Hitler pact, but 
he went on public record as opposing any de- 
nunciation. of this unholy alliance. He did this 
last October, when he withdrew his name as @ 
member of a committee which supported the 
candidacy of Mr. Langdon Post for the City 
Council on the American Labor Party ticket— 
for only one reason, because Mr. Post came out 
in favor of the anti-Stalin-Hitler pact resolution 
adopted by the A.L.P. 

To the credit of the theatrical world, the 
majority of the people have not fallen for these 
hypocrisies. Most of the shows now running are 
supporting the Finnish drive. And while the 
controversy has caused a little unpleasantness, 
it has opened the eyes of many sincere inno- 
cents, and I hope it will open still more. 











while others 


last possible moment. 


so furious that I would gladly go to the front. The Lotta Svords 
are there at their tasks and are courageously ‘arrying on to the 


_ AINO: We send our greetings 
: —" , 


be- siience and also thank you 


stations 


will not. O hoys are keepi 


to you after a long 


for the Christmas card which 


anxious for news from us. 


have been in an air raid shelter 
are in the air in large squardrons 


hut a 


us but did not drop any bombs. 


id fired three shots but missed 


for so long that we have not 


Vilho (the writer’s husband) has 


in some sections they have 


turned everything topsy-turvy 
hard they have tried with large 
1ave not succeeded in advancing 
ng up their defenses heroically 


their ideal state in every manner 


Finnish broadcasts that every- 


lieves them, for we see with 


vn ears what the true conditions 


nselives. 


ed, without underwear, with- 


rags covering their feet. Their 


it not even with three scrub- 


‘ir skin is. It is impossible to 


ell, their food has consisted of 


They have not tasted a warm meal for several months. They 
are greatly pleased with the good care and food received from us 
and have no desire to return to Russia. . 
that they could send for their families. 


. and express the wish 


We believe that things are going to happen in Russia very soon 
and in that event we shall have peace. 

The Russian troops have not succeeded in getting anything from 
us but it is so dreadful to be bombed here behind the lines. Peace- 
ful civilians are at their mercy. They are ruining buildings, espe- 
cially those showing the Red Cross insignia, and in hospitals pa- 
tients are carried to bombproof shelters. 

No matter how ruthlessly we are bombed we will not weaken 

on the contrary, we shall stand together for our home and 


country. This is so dear to us that we will not give in while we 
have a man defending us! And if we could get aid from outside. 
* * * 


UUSINEN’S government is non-existent and no one need be- 

lieve otherwise. Kuusinen alone sits at Terijoki as all Finns 
have .evacuated. 

The Russians may have found the remains of homeless cats 
and dogs and, if so, they surely must have consumed them in their 
hunge This, too, is true for our soldiers have found gnawed 


bones <¢ I 


dogs at the site of Russian army camps. 
Great numbers of Russians have fallen and a great many have 
been taken prisoner. Many of them give up gladly and are of the 
opinion that others ought to do likewise. I could go on indefinitely, 
but enough for this time. 

We are still sitting in an air raid shelter and there is no indica- 
tion when we shall be released, and thinking of Molotoff makes me 


Few of them have fallen. Nothing is so glorious as to give 
one’s life for one’s country. 

Christmas Day we shall never forget . we were driven into 
the bomb shelters three times, although Christmas Eve was peace- 
ful. Santa Claus visited us though he didn’t bring much as we 
sent most of our presents to the soldiers at the front. 


ET me tell you one thing more ... the Russians are machine- 

gunning their own men and dropping bombs on them. They 
do this because the Russian privates do not want to obey the com- 
mands of their officers. 

Our soldiers tell of hearing most dreadful sounds and wails 
from the Russian side. The Soviet dead are thrown into heaps and 
‘are used to make bridges’ over ditches and small streams .. . the 
bodies are not buried. Pitiful creatures, they are treated like dogs 
by their officers. ; 

This is the truth, believe me, although it sounds incredible. 

A happy New Year to you. Write me if you received this. 
letter. ALLI 

P.S.—We stayed three hours in our air raid shelter, and now, 
for the first time today, we can sit down to a warm meal. We 
had sandwiches with us. The shelters have stoves for heating and 
also an electric plate so that we can cook coffee. We bring coffee 
and sugar along with us. 

(Mrs. Aino Syrjala is the widow of Frans J. Syrjala, who, for 

; S » who, 
25 years until his death in 1931, was editor-in-chief of the. Finnish 
Socialist daily Raivaaja (Pioneer), published at Fitchburg, Mase.) 
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Voyage to Panama 


FD Trip Spurred by 


Hitler’s Empire Dream 


Expert Revealed Fiihrer’s 
Vow to Win Latin-America 


By BRYCE OLIVER 
News Commentator at Station WEVD, New York 








HE “mystery voyage” of President Roosevelt to the Panama 

Canal is not a very great “mystery” to the few people at 
Washington and New York who have been attempting to follow 
the struggle to keep a number of Latin-American nations within 
the orbit of United States influence. 

The trip may be mysterious to the average North American, 
who doesn’t know much about South America—and cares less— 
but in governmental circles from Mexico City southward, the 
voyage is a gesture which expresses more clearly than words, 
that Washington is not only interested but feels vitally con- 
cerned over some uncomfortable developments which are better 
understood below the Rio Grande than above it. 

There has been a whisper from Europe which has caused the 
State Department at Washington to open a weather eye or two 
in sheer wonderment. 

The whisper became a shout at the close of last week when 
a man considered one of the best informed on international affairs 
in the country, Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, brought it into the open 

o ; in a talk at the Foreign Service School of Georgetown University 
at Washington. 
If it sounds too fantastic, remember that history does have a 
habit of repeating itself. 
Dr. Walsh said he had “heard” Adolph Hitler say that the 
Holy Roman Empire, which was a Germanie Empire, must be re- 
established. 


cd 


- * * 


HIS wasn’t the first time that the thing had been spoken of, 

but it was the first time that it had been said so loudly and 
on such authority. It was enough to make the State Department 
jump, and enough to make the Latin-American Division start 
the job of fence-mending in South America. 

Anything connected with the Holy Roman Empire has special 
significance down that way. And sending the Chief of State on 
an apparently casual visit to the key of defenses—Panama—isn’t 
a bad gesture. 

At Rio de Janeiro, where the once-exiled Bragancas were per- 
mitted to return a number of years ago (to the accompaniment 
of much secret political maneuvering and society heart-burnings), 
the government is particularly impressed with the possibilities, 
because any success for Hitler might be crowned with political 
difficulties in Brazil 


“Neither Holy, 
Roman, Nor Empire" 


And when I say “difficulties,” I am using a rather conserva- 
tive word. The Bragancas live through the maternal line and 
the family is now known as the House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha- 
Braganca, indicating its relationship to both English and German 
royalty. Thus, you see, any successful war of restoration in 
Europe would vitally affect Brazil through this family, and it 
would. affect all the other Hispanic-American Republics in a 
lesser degree. 

According to Dr. Walsh, “It is not surprising then that Amer- 
ican diplomacy now finds itself face to face with the most stu- 
pendous challenge since Benjamin Franklin faced the British 
House of Commons in 1788 and laid the foundations of American 
diplomacy.” 

* * % 

O make this understandable, perhaps I’d better go back through 

some of the implications which the foreign offices are now 

$ finding in some musty old documents. They relate first of all to 
’ the Holy Roman Empire, which was dying through much of the 
colonial period of the Western Hemisphere and expired com- 

: pletely at the hands of Napoleon in 1806. 

The death was, of course, coincidental with the struggle for 
independence by the South American colonies, which was bloodier 
and fiercer than the Revoluticnary War which freed this country. 

The Holy Roman Empire, to quote Voltaire, was “neither holy, 
Roman, nor an empire,” but it took the name because the kings 
of Germany became the rulers over Christendom by tradition and 
“sually went to Rome to be crowned. 

In this way, religion was used as a support, but the empire 
wasn’t necessarily responsible to Rome. It fell to pieces unaer 
the attacks of Napoleon and revolutions in Spain and Spanish 
America. 

Napoleon had driven the Bragancas to Brazil. They returned 
to Portugal when the Holy Alliance of Metternich made it safe 
for them. The Bourbons were restored to the French throne, the 
Republican movement in Spain was stopped dead in its tracks, 
and Metternich and his ministers began plotting to restore the 
revolted South American colonies to the Spanish throne. 

A Braganca became Emperor of Brazil. 

That was the general situation when President Monroe 
enunciated his famous doctrine, and the Holy Alliance got no 
further in this Hemisphere. 


~ 


* * 





HE Monroe Doctrine was the American answer to the Holy 

Alliance and its implications of restoration and defeat of the 
Hispanic-American revolution and repression of all liberal move- 
ments throughout the world. 

For the few who may have the time and inclination to look 
into the story deeply, I may say that the best source is the 
Memoirs of John Quincy Adams, who was Monroe’s Secretary 
of State. 

Diplomats at Washington and 
are asking themselves, now if it is 
a plan such as that outlined by 

4 tending to repeat itself? 

And if Hitler should not be the winner of this war, would the 
attempt still be inevitable because of the interests of a victorious 
coalition of powers? 

This is not to suggest an eventual European military challenge 
sin South America, but it does raise the possibility of an eventual 
concerted drive for influence and markets. And if history should 
repeat, in a new guise of course, then a new Monroe Doctrine 
might and might not avert further complications. 

In any case, this has been given consideration at Washington 
and the leading capitals of South America. It has also actually 
received some consideration at the hands of those who have just 
framed a plan for a Republican Party platform this year. This 
is made rather sensationally clear in the statement that: 

“In cooperation with all the Americas, and with adequate de- 
fensive forces, and mutually productive treaty relations, we must 
not only re-affirm but implement the Monroe Doctrine as a perma- 
nently central feature of our defense policy.” 


* * 


the -South American capitals 
really possible that Hitler has 
Dr. Walsh. Is history really 


% v 


UT that’s where the trouble comes. Some one, or some people, 
who have contributed to this Republican Party plan, have seen 
> the peril over the horizon and think we’d better re-affirm and 
implement the Monroe Doctrine. And they are sensible enough 
to add the words, “in cooperation with all the Americas.” 

There are forces within the governments of leading Hispanic- 
American nations which are opposed to such cooperation. 

Would it be advisable to re-affirm and implement the Monroe 
Doetrine anyhow? That’s the big question. 

Some of the experts answer, “Yes, we would have to do it for 
our own protection,” and other experts shake their heads. 

They say that any hemisphere defense undertaken without the 
cordial cooperation of a big bloe of South American nations would 
have the opposite effect from that desired, because one group of 
nations is determined to play Europe off against the United 
States and vice versa, in order to act as an economic balance of 
power and enjoy the obvious advantages of having two great 
rivals—the United States and some future European coalition— 
vieing for the trade and commerce of South and Central America. 

If this is a fair estimate of the case—and it seems to fit 
rather snugly into the ideas of those who know what’s been going 
on—then Dr. Walsh was speaking conservatively when he warned 
that American diplomacy finds itself face to face with a stu- 
pendous challenge. 

The challenge is unquestionably via South America, 
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“Darwin must be wrong. | 
couldn't be responsible 
for these men." 


T-Men Smash 
Narcotic Rings 


ASHINGTON, D. C.— From 

Tom J. Pendergast to petty 
dope peddlers and liquor smug- 
glers, criminals throughout the 
nation last year felt the strength 
of thousands of U. S. treasury 
department agents. 

The T-men, divided into six 
police units: alcohol tax, customs 
bureau, narcotics bureau, coast 
guard, secret service, and intel- 
ligence, obtained eonvictions in 
103 cases out of 104 brought to 
trial, Elmer L. Irey, chief treas- 
ury agent, disclosed in his annual 
report delivered this week. 

Pendergast of Kansas City and 
John Torrio, former right-hand 
man of Al Capone, were the best- 
known figures brought down by 








Youth Congress 








By BENJAMIN STOLBERG 

OvF democratic traditions are by no means 

exempt from the dangers of a growing 
totalitarianism. This is especially true if a 
short-sighted pseudo-tolerance dismisses every 
true estimate of Communist-dominated organ- 
izations as “red-baiting.” We need not con- 
sider Nazi propaganda on the Left, for it can 
make no appeal to democratic forces in this 
country. It leaves the making of this appeal 
to its Stalinist allies in America. 


The American Youth Congress—and let me 
state this emphatically—is such a Communist- 
dominated organization. 


Now, it is perfectly true that the American 
Youth Congress more nearly represents 250,600 
young men and women than the 4% million 
it claims. And it is also true that of these 
150,000 only a small minority are Communist 
Party members or followers. But such a sta- 
tistical estimate does not tell the whole story. 
The trouble is that the group in control of the 
American Youth Congress does, to a consider- 
able degree, represent the feeling of psycho- 
logical restlessness and economic insecurity 
of American youth. The tragedy, of course, is 
that totalitarianism cannot solve their prob- 
lem. It is well to remember that only a small 
minority of Italian youths were consciously 
fascist before the march on Rome, and an 
equally small minority of German youths were 


conscious Nazis before totalitarianism en- 
gulfed Germany. 
- 7 * 


HAT the American Youth Congress is fol- 

lowing in meticulous detail the Communist 
Party line, is clear from its program, its 
slogans and, above all, from its undemocratic 
behavior. It refers to the war as an imperialist 
venture on the part of the Allied powers, 
whom, until the Russo-German pact, it ex- 
tolled as the democratic bulwark against fas- 


Mrs. Roosevelt’s Partisanship 
Perils Democratic Forces Here _ . 


hesitated to go on record in favor of giving 
aid to the people of Spain, Ethiopia, Czecho- 
Slovakia, China, and all other victims of 
totalitarian aggression. 

Above all, the totalitarian nature of the 
American Youth Congress became obvious in 
Washington two weeks ago through its brutal 
and ruthless violation of every principle of in- 
ternal democracy and ordinary good taste. Not 
only were the words of the President of the 
United States hissed and booed, but liberal 


—The Disinherited 


ETWEEN 4,000,000 and 

5,000,000 young peo- 
ple have no jobs. A good 
majority of this vast num- 
ber never knew what it 
meant to earn money. This 
group, along with millions 
of undergraduates in the 
nation’s schools and col- 
leges, hearing of “condi- 
tions outside” from their 
graduated brethren, have 
Ben Stolberg become fertile ground for 
the flying squadrons of totalitarian parties. 
Two weeks ago alleged representatives of 
American youth descended on the capital 
and proceeded to demonstrate not only a 
tragic lack of elemental decency and grati- 
tude for the hospitality extended to them, 
but the dangerous direction in which the 
young people are permitting themselves to 
be dragged. 
Because of their lack of jobs, because they 
find nowhere else to turn, because the CCC 
and the NYA have been cut many millions 
of dollars, and because they resent being a 
disinherited generation, the youth of the 
nation permitted its organization to be 
smeared along a line dictated by a very 
distinct minority. 











and Socialist opposition delegates were man- 
handled and ejected, without being allowed an 
opportunity to be heard. The whole atmosphere 


f intimidation 


was one of disgraceful and ter- 
rorism. 


HAPPENED to be 


the sessions of the 


in Washington during 

It is no exag- 
geration to say that the was turned over 
to the delegates. As one distinguished Amer- 
ican journalist, and former foreign correspend- 


Congress. 


town 


ent remarked, the dominating spirit of the 
Congress Was strikingly similar to that which 
prevailed in Italy just before the March on 


Rome 

Without the patron: 
this 
Capital would 
with Mrs. 
ment officials, 
up the delegates in thei: 


re of the White House, 
and occupation of the 

have been impossible. In line 
Roosevelt's example, high govern- 
including Cabinet officers, put 
homes. They met in 
government buildings, they were shown courte- 
sies not usually accorded to private meetings, 
the town was turned over to them. 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s motives are above suspicion. 
There can be no question that she is genuinely 
interested in the welfare and security of 
American youths. And she is no doubt genu- 
inely worried that consciously reactionary 
groups may capture its allegiance. What Mrs. 
Roosevelt fails to understand is that in these 
days all totalitarianism, and especially Stalin- 
ism, parades under the slogans of the Left. It 
yells for civil liberties, jobs, security, peace! 





mass invasion 





She fails to understand that in continuing 
to support the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union, regardless of the turn it takes, the 
Communists in the Youth Congress are inter- 
ested in one thing only, and that is in the so- 
cial and military victory of the Hitler-Stalin 
Moreover, Mrs. Roosevelt’s position 
is open to justifiable criticism in that she ae- 
cepts the judgments and interpretations of the 


alliance. 





the Treasury police agents, but 
in many lesser known cases the 
department smashed narcotie 
rings, stills, and counterfeit 
printing presses. 

Counterfeit money in circulation 


cism. 


tives of avowedly 


The American Youth Congress refuses 
to name the Soviet Union as an aggressor na- 
tion, and in fact refused even to hear a resolu- 
tion which would have prohibited representa- 
totalitarian 


groups from 





This minority has two stocks in trade—dis- 
content and well-financed activity. 

In the accompanying article Benjamin Stol- 
berg, one of America’s most authentic com- 
mentators on the radical, progressive and 


official leadership of the Youth Congress, and 
is impatient of all criticisms from their pro- 
gressive opponents within the organization. 
There can be no doubt that Mrs. Roosevelt’s 
partisanship in this situation, which is a form 
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Negroes Shun Communist Party Drive - 
Minority Exploitation 


To Profit From 


By FRANK R. CROSSWAITH 
Socal Organizer, LL.G.W.U.; 
Chairman, Negro Labor Committee 
LAUDE McKAY’S recent article dealing with Paul 
Robeson's defense of Stalin’s imperialist rape of Fin- 
land was timely, logical and historically sound and im- 
portant 

At the birth of the Third International, the Communists 
assumed a “divine right” to single out for their destructive 
propaganda the Jews and Negroes. Among the world’s 
population, these were, and still are, the two elements 
against which hostile hands are daily raised by the forces 
of reaction everywhere; naturally the Communists con- 
centrated their campaign for recruits among those two 
groups and realized a degree of success. 

However, since the mask has been torn from the con- 
torted features of Bolshevism, thus revealing its common 
identity with Nazism both in technique and in their 
fanatical abhorrence of the principles of democracy, the 
Jews are no longer available for the Communist catch, 
and therefore the Negro is left as the only fish in the 
pond. It is because of this we see Communists going out 
of their way today to magnify issues affecting the Negro; 
and where no issues exist we see them working overtime 
to create some, as in the case of the motion picture “Gone 
With The Wind.” 

Like the carpet-baggers of Reconstruction days, the 
Communists seem determined to bequeath to the Negro 
additional burdens in our efforts to win equality and 
justice as Americans, 

* * » 

| Sacer of THE NEW LEADER will recall how, with 

fanatical fervor, the Communists once declared as 
one of their immediate objectives the “removal of God 
from the skies and Capitalism from the earth.” Shortly 
after that declaration they affected a united front with 
Father Divine, thus apparently realizing their first objec- 
tive with comparative ease. Readers will also recall the 
stirring slogan which the Communists then painted upon 
their banner—‘“Self-Determination in the Black Belt.” 
When this objective was analyzed and rejected by intelli- 
gent Negroes and their friends, the Communists, after 
offering all sorts of fanatical and childish excuses, finally 
softened their demand for a Black State. However, with 
Stalin’s present invasion of the Finnish people’s right to 
self-determination we can now get a full-orbed view of 
how meaningless is the Communists’ much bellowed faith 
in the right of peoples to decide their own form of govern- 
ment and to regulate their own destiny. Why! Not even 
the Russian people enjoy this right under Bolshevism. 

Like many other Negroes who have spent some time 
in the labor and radical movements, I still remember the 
celebrated turn-about affected by the Communist 
regime in Russia when it was angling for recognition by 
the various capitalist governments. Prior to American 
recognition, the Communists had decided to produce a 
historic moving picture portraying the daily purgatory 


tace 


through which the Negro in America must pass on his 
way to his grave. A colored cast was organized and 
transported to Moscow. Everything was ready for the 


much advertised masterpiece when suddenly it was dis- 
covered that to produce such a picture in behalf of the 
Negro would jeopardize the chances of securing America’s 
recognition of Soviet Russia. Whereupon the plans were 
abandoned and the picture was never made; and when some 
members of the with sufficient intelligence and 
courage dared to protest, they narrowly escaped the fate 
of Zinovieff others who have dared to differ 
with “Herr” 





cast 


and the 
Stalin 
* * * 

HE views expressed by Claude on the Russian rape of 

Finland are without doubt the views of the overwhelm- 
ing who follow world affairs and 
who are active in the bona-fide trade union movements. 
This writer is convinced that no greater misfortune could 
have overtaken the working-class movement of the world 
than the spawning of Bolshevism. From the time of its 
birth, it has contributed most liberally to the forces of 


majority of Negroes 


reaction and politico-economic degeneration. Students of 
world polities have long recognized the fact that both 
Mussolini and Hitler differ from Stalin only in that the 
former two tyrants do not falsely cloak their jungle-like 
conduct under the ideals and slogans which for genera- 
tions have served to inspire the workers of the world. 

Future historians will note that Fascism and Nazism 
have succeeded in some countries where the working class 
was advanced politically, culturally and otherwise. In 
those countries the working class met the main brunt 
Bolshevik attack. The Bolsheviks always took the position 
that it was the Socialists and trade union leaders with 
their immovable faith in the principles of Democracy 
and working-class unity who were retarding the “revolu- 
tion.” In conformity with that position the Communists 
unleashed a sustained attack upon those leaders, the result 
of which was to divide and weaken the organized labor 
and Socialist movements and thus open wide the gate for 
the entrance of Nazism and Fascism. American labor and 
Socialist leaders will recall how, just at the moment when 
there was every indication that the years of educational 
work carried on in behalf of labor was about to register 
upon the worker’s consciousness, the Communists decided 
to “attack the traitors” to “abolish immediate demands” 
in political campaigns and to raise the slogan “Forward 
to the Barricades.”” As in every other country where their 
tactics were employed the cause of labor suffered greatly 
and the forces of reaction chalked up a victory. 

* * - 

F this writer were a capitalist and had no faith in 

democracy and in socio-economic progress, he would 
adopt the financing of the Communist Party as one of 
the safest insurance policies against Socialism and against 
the eventual applications of the principles of Democracy 
to our industrial life. 

According to most Communists “culture and ethies” 
are capitalistic vices to be shunned by the working class, 
while ‘lying, double-crossing, character assassination et al 
are Bolshevik virtues to be used in the promotion of Com- 
munist dictatorship. They appropriated every vice of the 
worst agents of Capitalism. 

We who are Negroes and who are privileged to serve 
in the organized working-class movement have had our 
experience with these psychopathic wrecks of capitalism. 
A. Philip Randolph and I can recall their unsuccessful 
but determined attempt to destroy our influence among the 





LL German ingenuity is concentrated on devising 

methods of finding doopholes in the Allied blockade. 
Someone in the Reich’s war office hit on the idea of 
using the United States mails to ship contraband into 
Germany. And “Fortra Inc.” was born... . 
The Hamburg-American steamship line has sent out 
circulars to German-born citizens in the United States 
announcing the formation of the Fortra outfit. This 
new corporation has been established for the alleged 
purpose of forwarding food and bathroom supplies to 
citizens and foreign residents of Germany. 
H-A officials announce that Fortra Inc. will accept or- 
ders for standard packages containing 1 kilogram (2 
and 2-10 pounds) of butter, 1! kilos of coffee, 200 
grams of cocoa, 1 kilo of cheese. 3 cakes of toilet and 
2% cakes of laundry soap and 150 grams of condensed 
milk. 


and parcel post from Hamburg to Berlin. 
no way stimulating the food market in the United States. 


cents. 
This left a balance of $5.25, 
“postage,” ‘and “cable.” 


even at retail in American 


U.S. banks. 





From U. S. to Reich — 





Fortra Inc. states that the vrice of this standard package is $8.50—including customs duty. cost of cabling the order 
Naturally, these supplies will be purchased in Hamburg, Germany, thus in 


One of the members of the Research Department of the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi League decided to check the cost 
of this standard bundle and bought a samnle package at one of the higher priced retail stores. 
pounds of a fine quality coffee amounted to 72 cents, bntter 74 cents, cocoa 11 cents and the entire allotment of soap 38 
The total retail cost of the Fortra bundle came to $2.25. 

money in 


This new corporation is obviously a device used by the Nazi 


porters as we 


the 


Pullman faced the financial might and 
prestige of Pullman Company a little over a decade 
At that time, the son of Abe Lincoln was the titular 
head of the Pullman Company and occupied a more or 
place in heart of Negro 
America because of the role of his father in our emanci- 
pation from slavery. Randolph and I were cartooned and 
charged with re-enslaving the Negro as we struggled to 
organize the Brotherhood of Sleeping-Car Porters. 

In 1935 at the trade unionists which 
created the Negro Labor Committee, we also had to meet 


ayo. 


less deserving the collective 


conference of 


and overcome their active and determined opposition. 
In the years that have followed their efforts have not 
abated. The most recent example of that fact was ducing 
the last municipal campaign when with their effective 


assistance Tammany Hall was able to deny the Negro 
a voice in the City Council. It can now be stated that 
had it not been for the destructive work of the Communists 
who had successfully crept into the American Labor Party, 


this writer would have been elected a member of the 
City Council. 

Nevertheless, the Negro workers of New York are 
steadily moving forward. Today, in Negro Harlem we 


have over 50,000 trade unionists pivoted upon The Negro 
Labor Committee and the Harlem Labor Center “Labor’s 
Home in Harlem.” These workers are members of both 
C.1.0. and A.F. of L. unions. Thus far we have been able 
to maintain labor unity in spite of the division everywhere 
f the ities of the Com- 





else, and in spite unceasing acti 


munists. 





HAMBURG BREMEN 


Fee Seth SCRE 


ee eee 


Kae A 


Ads in a New York City Window 


He found that 1% 


American markets, to take care of “customers,” 


government to accumulate cash for Germany in 
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This Week on the Stage 


YOUTH AND DEI. IGHT 
“TWO FOR THE SHOW.” A 
revue, sketches and coe by 

Nancy Hamilton, music by 

Morgan Lew is. At the Booth. 

Last year’s gay young group 
that put on “One for the Money’ 
lives up to its achievement in 
“Two for the Show,” a clever 
series of sketches and_ lively 
dances that should linger till the 
summer grass grows dry. It’s a 
lively company, well balanced be- 
tween grace and pep. Although 
the .swing and jitter- -bug antics 
of Betty Hutton win most ap- 
plause, I found the subtle sug- 
gestions and the 18th Century 
eharm of Eunice Healey and 
“Where Did You Get Your 
Greens?” quite the highlight of 
the evening, a recapture of Lon- 
don street cries and customs and 
sweet Mistress Nell Gwynne that 
would grace however ambitious a 
program. 

Tommy Wonder and Nadine 
Gae are other deft dancers, in 
such numbers as the city folks’ 
longing for “A House With a 





Little Red Barn” (when I vainly 
waited for the backdrop to show 
one!) and the “souse American” 
Walter Winchell, “Calypso Joe.” 
The “all-girl band” is an effee- 
tive first-act finale; but there 
should be a better way of bidding 
all the players farewell at the 
evening’s end. 

Of the sketches, the comedy 
cream is ladled by Brenda Forbes, 
Eve Arden and Ed Wynn’s lively 
son Keenan. They open in a 
dental scene that is laughingly 
unusual. Brenda has two good 
satires, one on Christmas, one on 
the Velasquez (or any other) In- 
fanta. Marlene Dietrich is banged 
about as she stages her come- 
back, in the inevitable motion 
picture sketch; the inevitable 
radio ribbing tries too hard to 
smash through with sheer noise. 
But the songs are tuneful, the 
dancers well paced and talented— 
tap dancers who can really dance 
as well as tap—and you are in 
for a good evening’s entertain- 
ment if you buy “two for the 
show.” 





1864 Negro, White Unityin 
La. Cut Hours, Raised Pay 


(Continued from Page Two) 
Claims and interests as a class. 

And yet workers, small farm- 
ers and their allies, were instru- 
mental in abolishing an old con- 
stitution in 1845 and adopting 
one that swept away property 
tests for voters and public offi 
cials. They lost some of these 
gains in the convention of 1852 
bit the convention of 1864 was a 
revolutionary body. 

The author thus sums up its 
achievements: 

“Tt abolished slavery, inaugu- 
rated progressive income tax leg- 
islation, opened the public schools 
to every child, black or white, be- 
tween the ages of six and eig! 
teen, and established a nine-hour 
day and minimum wage of two 
dollars for all laborers engaged 
in public works.” For a_ short 
time Louisiana became the most 
advanced labor-progressive state 
in the Union! 

* 





These achievements represent- 
ed the high tide of class-conscious 
action by the masses. One year 
after this convention white and 
colored longshoremen united in a 
strike and marched down the levee 
together, but this was a flash 
that disappeared in the following 


cialist interpreter of history 


years of reconstruction, riots and 
race hatred. 

The cry of “white supremacy” 
in struggles for control of the 
state—although white labor was 
being reduced to the low wage 
level of the Negro workers—was 
raised by the politicians f 
fect and yet two New Orleans 
unions in the shipping trade or- 
ganized colored workers and ob- 
tained the union wages received 
by the whites! 

One is tempted to consider othe: 





aspects of this remarkable study 


in farmer, labor, economic and 
social history but space will not 
permit. 

One thing is certain. It could 


not have been written if the au- 
thor’s approach was not that of 
one who appreciates the impor- 
tance of material and economic 
factors which condition changes 
in society, which give rise to new 
ideas, which in turn react upon 
human institutions and organiza- 
tions, again effecting social, eco- 
nomic and political changes, and 
so on in an endless series. 


The book is one which the late 
Karl Kautsky, the greatest So- 


o> 


would have appreciated had he 
lived. 









Saturday, February 24, 1940 
aes 





An Easter ‘Bargain: “Two For The Show” at the Booth 





The Director Speaks! 





big chap and director of “Dr. 


MUSIC HALL OFFERS "ABE 
LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS" 
The picturization of Robert E. 

Sherwood’s Pulitzer Prize play, 

“Abe Lincoln in Illinois”, with 

ftaymond Massey playing the 





role he created on the stage, is 
now in its New York premiere at 
the Radio City Music Hall. 


felling the story of one period 








in the life of the real Abraham 
Lincoln as it has never been re- 
vealed before, the long-awaited 
photoplay is said to adhere 
‘losely to the stage original 
which had sensational success on 
Broadway prior to its road tour 
of the country. 

In addition to Massey in the 
distinguished cha r acterization 
that has brought him national 
fame, the cast of “Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois” includes Ruth Gordon, 
gifted Broadway actress as Mary 
Todd; Gene Lockhart as Stephen 
Douglas; Mary Howard as Ann 
Rutledge; Harvey Stephens as 
Ninian Edwards; Alan Baxter as 
Bully Herndon; Roger Imhoff as 
Mr. Crimmin; Elizabeth Risdon 
as Sarah Lincoln, and Dorothy 
Tree, Minor Watson( Maurice 
Murphy, Howard da Silva, Ald- 
rich Bowker, Clem Bevans, Har- 
lan Briggs and Andy Clyde. 





is now presenting as its 
traction one of the most unusual 





nave cast aside the t 


Edward G. Robinson as Dr. Ehrlich in a 
Thrilling Dramatic Film at 
the ptrand Theatre 


such players as Ruth Gordon, 
famous stage star, Otto Kruger, 
Donald Crisp, Maria Ouspens- 
kaya and Edward Norris. Wil- 
liam Dieterle, director of “The 
Life of Emile Zola’, “A Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream” and other 
sereen masterpieces, directed 
“Dr. Ehrlich’s  Magie Bullet” 
from the original screen play by 


John Huston, Heinz Herald and 
Norman Burnside. 


Dorothy Thompson 














seen at Carnegie 


, as the sixth event of 
the Hurok series. 


ROXY HOLDS OVER 
“OF MICE AND MEN" 


Ehrlich’s Magic Bullet” is : 





Theatre beginning today. 











Primaries Spur 
GOP Maneuvers 


(Continued from Page One) 


the nomination picture. 


Hoover has been meticulously avoiding overt every day than 


political activity but has both hands deep in the eats no meat at 
Republican pie. His primary objective is to than even a Pole in a 
for himself; if The democratic 
arily with the little 


capture the G.O.P. nomination 


he can’t do this he wants to have a controlling 
voice in the selection of the party’s standard 
bearer, so that a cabinet post for him should bt 
at the end of the Republican rainbow. 


Pulsating music out of Pennsylvania the week democratic men 
of June 24 will be the G.O.P. fanfare in defense to death. 
of liberty against “New Deal despotism.” Phila- That fact is 


delphia, where the Republican convention meets, truly democratic 
has the Liberty Bell and Independence Hall. 
And just watch the Republicans down the 
Quaker City in saccharine tears 
try’s lost liberty. Republican strategists plane 
to wave the flag, the Constitution, and the 
Declaration of Indipendence, both of which first most terrific strain of 
saw light in the city of brotherly 


for this coun- 


existence; and 


1OVG, sis towards their nations’ 


Shortly afterwards the Democrats meet in the sonally, they ar« 


Windy City. There the delegates will point to ful democrats as are t!] 
E. T. Weir, Herbert Hoover and Glenn Frank 
as the exponents of decadent philosophies, and 
will proceed to name a candidate. The latter 


will probably be a New Dealer. 


It will take 551 votes to nominate. Between 


200 and 400 Democratic delegates are estimated heavel against 

by Washington observers to be ready to vote “non-intervention,” 
for the renomination of President Roosevelt. nationally known 
This strength will increase between now and the ocraten,” the Pren 
convention. cooperates witl 


At the Chicago convention of 1 


lots were required to nominate 


the two-thirds rule. There were 1,154 votes. in Both si : 
54 side 
that convention. After more than a year of the deluge of 
advance work, James A. Farley had rounded up avoidably approacl 
more than 600 Roosevelt delegates, Both sid kn 
can st ud to 
. se ‘ 
Coughlin Finds and Sweden. 
Both sides know 


New Forgeries 


(Continued from Page One) 

yanker” conspiracy. That 
publication is quoted as saying of the “North 
American” administration: “That 





piece of the “Jewis} 





must be destroyed or it will 
monarchy on the globe.” 


There was considerable ruling « lass sentiment may be, the life, 





in Britain favoring the 
but it asks too m ich 
that a publication of th 
“London Times” would’ openly 
United States Government be 
it done so, this would have be 
dinary incident which r 





z ” stupid problems of t 
have reported, and we cannot find any record oiel iat Sn viet 
of it anywhere. due dhall not kill 

We can only conclude that the Detroit It seems that 
prevaricator has published other false docu- has lost the abilit: 
ments, it has become a habit with him. Curi Once upon a ti 


ously enough, he is an apt pupil of Lenin in 
this matter, as the founder of Bolshevism 


Roosevelt under 





destroyed. Had 
n an extraor 


parties. 


932. four bal Hansson with 
desperation and 
+ ¢ ? YY 


fail to help Finla 
will not help Stock} 
Both sides know 


do help Finland, 
will bring war 
quite shores. 


government Both sides know 
destroy every tween serfdom and war 
Both sides know 
he Civil War. lions of decent, democratic, i 
} teve women will be chang‘ 
the Who has made 


7 is self-confident 
1e 


Blessed with 
of a modern n 


erreatest victor y 


Sweden a By 
War or Suicide 


(Continued 
itself; it is certainly 





Nazi concentration camp. 


, of life is concerned prim- which is now completing a five- 


World Theatre on Sunday, 
» it will be succeex led 
on | Monday evening, Fel bruary 


this modest and human philosophy. 
not sensible to overlook the 
able love for the simple realities of life makes 


an organization formed to help 





intelligent man’s virtues. 
of our contemporary hi 

There is no room 
of the sincerity, ] 
men in Norway and Sweden who are responsible 
for their countries f 


Leona Flood, “Young Amer- 
ican Violinist, Makes New 
York Debut Feb. 29th 


» gravest responsibility 





Co-author with Fritz Kortner of 
‘Another Sun,” at the National 


Theatre. 


to Have American 





Pell at the World Phentes 
Monday Evening 


French soldiers in the Front lines. 
Beginning Tuesday, February 27, 
“The Baker’s Wife” will be 
shown continuously from 11 a. m. 
to midnight daily. 

“The Baker’s Wife,” which 
stars the famous French comic, 
Raimu, seen here in “Carnet de 
sal” and “Heart of Paris,’ was 
produced and directed by Marcel 
Pagnol, noted French playwright 
and movie producer, and based 
on a novel by Jean Giono, eminent 
French novelist. Giono and 
Pagnol also collaborated on 
“Harvest.” “The Baker’s Wife” 
is an earthy comedy of love and 
cuckoldry, set against the back- 
ground of a small Provencal vil 






l in the sunny South of 
France. The Be lish title s for 
the film aré John Erskin 





» in today’s Secan- 
between political 


As a matter of fact, 
dinavia is no longer a struggle 
parties or social philosophies. 
ing line goes deeply 


—— 


her first public appearance at the 
age of seventeen in Oslo, N 


The man who in 





— 


CHARLES LAUGHTON | 
VIVIEN LEIGH 


"Sidewalks of London" 


by Erich Pommer 

















In Person 


DOROTHY LAMOUR 


Hollywood's No. 1 Glamour Star 


DICK STABILE 








and his orchestra 
Extra Added Attraction! 





BARRY WOOD 


“Your Hit Parade” singing star! | 

















s. HUROK presents 


ROK CARNEGIE BALL SERIES 
SPAIN’S GREATEST DANCER 


ARGENTINITA 


and her SPA \NISH ENSEMBL 








WEDNESDAY EVG., FEB. 28 








JOHNSON’S N WB ww 


OLSEN and 








“Another riotous evening. The folks were boisterously happy.” 


WINTER GARDEN 


the right and only 
: B’way & 50th St. — Evenings 8:30 





Mantle, News 


Mats. Sat. and Weds. at 2:30 








CLARE BOOTHE’S eo matcarams 


MARGIN FOR ERROR 


Directed by OTTO L. PREMINGER 


“The author dunks the Nazis in a nice, cool bath of verbal carbolie 
Laughter is the best weapon for 





and his hopes’ defeat 
nd se watches them shrivel. 





taugh his followers to conceal the truth and unscrupulous as 


to lie about others. The Detroit priest jc oc he in. thate varie 


—JOHN ANDERSON, Journal-American 


PLYMOUTH, W. 45th St. Eves. 8:40. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 








—— ———_ 





Millie Weitz 
SERRE 





who glioe the Stella Adler part 

in the satire on Odets “Paradise 

Mislaid” in “New Pins and 
Needles.” 





Tommy Tucker 





The popular band leader appears 
this week as the stage attraction 
at the Strand Theatre. 





Swarthout-Levitzki, Stars of Tuesday 
Evening Popular-Priced Concerts 
at the Metropolitan 


Two French programs’ with 
Maurice Abravanel as conductor, 
and Gladys Swarthout and Mischa 
Levitzki as soloists, are next on 
the schedule of Tuesday evening 
popular-priced symphonic con- 
certs, to be presented in the 
Metropolitan Opera House by 
Mayor LaGuardia and the New 
York City WPA Music Project. 

Horace Johnson, director of the 
project, announces that Miss 
Swarthout will appear on Febru- 
ary 27 and Mr. Levitzki on 
March 5, with Mr. Abravanel di- 
recting the 100-piece New York 
City Symphony Orchestra. 

Mr. Abravanel, reared in France, 
is a distinguished musician who 
has been acclaimed on three con- 
tinents. He conducted opera and 
symphonic concerts in Paris, 
Rome and Australia, and was en- 
ge aged by - Metropolitan Opera 
tor the sasons of 1936-37 and 
1937-88, davloen which he con- 
ducted French and Wagnerian 
operas. He was singled out for 
this forthcoming engagement be- 
cause of his acknowledged fam- 
iliarity with the French school 
and repertoire. 

Miss Swarthout, mezzo-soprano 
of the Metropolitan Opera Com- 
pany, is to be heard in Five 
Songs of Auvergne, arranged by 
the contemporary Frenchman, 
Jacques Canteloube. These sonds 
have never been sung in America 














by any one but Sw: rthout. 
On a previous occasion she per- 
formed them with piano accom- 





paniment. On February 27 they 
will be heard for the first time 
with orchestral ompaniment. 
They were collected and arranged 
especially for Miss Swarthout by 















Mr. Canteloube, who is a pupil 
of Vincent d’ Indy. 

The songs utilize simple melo- 
dies of the soil, as evolved by 


folk of the province of Auvergne. 
They are phrased in a_ dialect 
which is a strange combination 
of Frene 1 : ! 


I ch Spanish, but who 





final pronunciation is not unithe 
Italian. 

These French programs com- 
prise the fourth group presented 
by Mayor LaGuardia and_ the 
WPA music project, and will 
make a total of ten concerts. 


and Westcl 


Arthur Judson, Mgr. (8S 
ArthurJudson,Mgr. (Steinway Piano) 


Capacity crowds attended the 
preceding two Brahms-Sibelius 
evenings in the opera house, as 
well as the three Wagner and 
three Tschaikowsky programs in 
Center Theatre. Low admission 
prices of 25 cents to $1.10, and 
appearance of celebrated soloists 
who donated their services, com- 
bined to draw from their fire- 
sides many persons unaccustomed 
to concert halls. The carriage 
trade at the “Met,” as well as 
Center Theatre, was largely re- 
placed by new audiences com- 
posed mostly of young people. 
The obvious conclusion is that 
Mayor LaGuardia and Director 
Johnson have set in motion some- 
thing that is creating new sup- 
porters for serious music. 


“LITTLE ©£D sted YORK" 
HEADS FILM PROGRAM AT 
R.K.O. THEATRES 


“Little Old New York,” spec- 
tacular drama of that robust 
American era climaxed by the 
lauching of the “first ship with- 
out sails,” is the principal attrac- 
tion at the Palace and all RKO 
neighborhood houses in Manhat- 
tan, Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens 
ester this week. Alice 
MacMurray, Richard 








Faye, Fred 


Greene and Brenda Joyce share 
top billing in this lusty romance 
of the good old days when cows 
roamed Fifth Avenue, grog was 
a penny a swig and, a barmaid 


] 


and a lady couid vie for the love 
of a man like 


fobert Fulton. 


At the Palace, Sidney Toler in 


“Charlie Chan in Panama” ac- 
companies the Alice Faye- 
Fred MacMurray-Richard Greene- 
Brenda Joyvee starrer. 


3 PH LHARMONIC— ss 


S YM PH.ON 
BARBIROLLI, Conductor 


CARNEGIE HALL 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON at 3:00 





BACH: Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 
SHOSTAKOVITCH: “The Golden Age” 


TSCHAIKOVSKY: Symphony No. 4 


inway Piano) 








CONE WITH THE WIND 


While these engagements are limited, 


“Gone With The Wind” will 


never be played anywhere except at advanced prices—at least until 1941. 








ASTOR: BAe fe Daily 

15,8 :15p.m.; 

B’way & 45th Matinees (exc. 

Reserved ‘i Satareee: oo. 

day oliday) 

Seats 8 Wks. 50 Bie & 1 10. 

in Advance ro venings$1.10, 

$1.65 & $2.20. Saturday, Sun- | 

day and Holiday Matinees, 
75e to $1.65. 
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CAPITOL ae OPEN 10:30 


No Reserved see an entire show. 


PRICES: Before 5p.m. (3p.in. Sat., Sun, 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE TAX 


(Continuous 
B’way & 5ist Performances) Come 
in at any time and 


ast presentation 


Seats stats at @ p.m. 








& Hol.) Orch. & Bal. 75c; Loges $1.10. 
After 5 p.m. (3 p.m. Sat., Sun. & Hol.) 
Orch. & Bal. 21.10; Log $1.65. 

pacha Ee | 
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ARRYL F. ZANUCK’ Ss production of 


THE GRAPES 
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Hal Roa | preset 
_ oy . N 
OF MICE AND ME! 
by JOHN STEINBECK 
(Author of 
“THE GRAPES OF WRATH") with 
BURGESS MEREDITH 
BETTY FIELD - LON CHANEY, Jr. 
Produced and Directed by 
LEWIS ot gate 
Released through Ur 1 Artists 
ON OUR STAGE— 
New Variety Presentation with 


| The PETERS SISTERS of Sta 
| Screen and Radio The THRE 
SWIFTS - "PEG-LEG” B Y; 


GALE FOSTER GIRI 
ASH - ROXY ORCHESTRA. 


ROXY 2 

















or WRATH 


= 

= 

by JOHN STEINBECK Directed by JOHN FORD = 
Associate Predus et and Sereen Play by Nunnally Johnson = 

20th Century-Fox Pictur = 

: i BROADWAY & 49th = 
DOORS OPEN United “RIVOLI Continuous - Po = 
: - Popular Prices = 
9:30 A.M, Artists Midnight Shows = 
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RADIO CITY 


ee AS oe 


Rol vert E. Sherw ood's 
ABE LINCOLN 
IN " L L I NOIS 


ng 
\ YMOND MASSEY 
E ON THF GREAT STAGE 
\ “Curtain Time”’—all the magic 
\ f th eenchantinb world across 
the footlights in spectacular, 
swifthy-paced scenes . .Sym- 


a ph ny Orchestra under the di- 
ae Th tion of Erno Rapee. 











th AVE. & 50th ST Alwaye 
SSSSSSsSsSssSsss —— >) 
Two Big Jihgdeie 


ALICE FAYE 
FRED MacMURRAY 


ANDY DEVINE 


“LITTLE OLD | 
NEW YORK” | 


Plut— 
‘Charlie Chan in Panama’ 


Sidney Toler - Jean Rogers 


=PALACE Si? 








THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches and sympe 
hetic organizations are re 
jaested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THE 
NEW LEADER Phone Algon 
quin 4-4622 o7 write to Ber 
nard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrical Department, 

Rast 18th Street, New York. 
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‘ Saturday, February 24, 1940 
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SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
FEDERATION AT WORK 





ete., by Addressing: 








INGS COUNTY 


Readers in Localities in Which S.D.F. Branches Do Not N 
May Obtain Information, Charter Blanks, Membership Applications, 
Nat'l Office, 


vow Exist 


S.D.F., 7 East 15th St., N.Y.C. 








S.D.F. members are urged to attend a 


general meeting in the Livingston Hall, Schermerhorn 


and Nevins Sts., Thursday, 


Feb. 29, 8:30 p. m. 


Louis P. 


Goldberg, Julia Primoff, Joseph Tuvim and August Claessens 


will address the meeting. 
Committee relative to 
tion matters, 
and effective aid to the 
the coming 
acted upon. The 


plans for activities 
A.L.P. in 
primaries will be 


County Com- 


mittee meets Saturday, Feb. 24, 
3 p. m., in the City Office. 


A concert and dance will be 
given at the official opening of 
the Bronx County headquarters, 
Saturday, Feb. 24, 8:30 p. m., at 
40 West Burnside Ave. Admis- 
sion, 25c. Comrades from other 
parts of the city are invited to 
visit us. 


IMPORTANT DATES 


City Convention, April 20 and 
21 


Fourth Anniversary Concert 
and Ball, Saturday, April 27, in 
the Hotel Diplomat. 

May Day Celebration, New 
Social Democrats, Debs 
Auditorium, Tuesday, April 30. 

* s * 

The new Morris Sigman Dress 
Pressers Branch was officially in- 
stalled last Wednesday by Leo 
Meltzer, National Secretary, and 
August Claessens. Welcoming 
addresses were also made by 
Nathan and Max Schechter. The 
branch has 39 charter 
and many more will join. 


members 


The Midtown Cutters Branch 
meets Tuesday, Feb. 27. 8 p. m., 
in Hotel Imperial, 32nd St. and 
Broadway. Annual dance and en- 
tertainment, Friday, March 8, at 
Central Plaza, 2nd Ave, and 
6th St. 


* . 


City Executive Comm ittee meets 
Wednesday, Feb. 28 


in the City Office, 7 
* . 





Cornelia Valenstein speaks on 
“The Yard-Stick Power Plant” at 
Rand School Women’s afternoon 
classes, Monday, Feb. 26, 1:30 
p. m. 








Phone, DRydock 4-8100 


Dr. J. LUNENFELD 


Surgeon Dentist 


80 DELANCEY STREET 
Bet. Allen and Orchard Sts. 
New York 
e 
Office Hours: 

Daily 9 A.M. to 9 P.M. 
Friday 9 A. M. to 9 P. M. 
Sunday 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. 














WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 


(ORGANIZED 1872) 


A Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100% U nionized 
HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 
Average Rate 10 Cts. Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon Admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
Insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal 
For further information 
apply to the Main Office 
227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2432 


Ask for booklet 62 








Recommendations of 


the County 





organiza-? 


Dr. M. S. Caimeéen speaks on 
“The Socializ ation of e Health 
ns” on WEVD, Friday, 


Feb, 23, 10:30 p. m. 


t} 





eting of Debs 
Branch, Monday, Feb. 25, in their 
headquarters, Y6 Ave. C, 8:50 





p. m. Election to 
City Convention and other impor- 
tant business. hh ation of- 
ficer's 1 dinne) S: 





Saturday, March 2. 


LECTURE CALENDAR 


Friday, Feb. 22 





August Claessens on “The 
Soviet Invasion of Finland,” 505 
Blake Ave Broo ) op. m 
Brownsvill FR: ALF 
Club 


Sunday, Feb. 25 
ust Cla fi 


‘the World Cri 





Feb. 27 
x wis on “The 


Tuesday, 


Lena 
can. of 
393 Grand St 





The New 


Hot el Brad- 


Oe Oe cae i a Ba 
Friday, March 1 

t Claessens on “The In- 
if Finland,” 991 Southern 


onx, 9 p. m., Lowe 











Charles Yale Harrison's 
Mother Dies at 72 
The New Leader staff join 
Cc} Yale 
lr ! ! uy he death of hi 
er, Mi Sofia Harriso 
» died I iary 17 at th 
M Harris« rvived 
Dy | Si i ma son 
Neil 
rT M Me i 
I eval Par] 











A.F.T., P.E.A. HOLD 
JOINT SESSION FEB. 24 


CHICAGO.—The American F' 
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cor ntio Sat l 
ernoo heb} 1 24 it stl 
Pally HW 
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Order from your grocer this famous 


lussian tea Known to millions as 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 





UNION DIRECTORY 


ONNAZ, SINGER EMBROIDERERS, 
UNION, Local 66, I.L.G.W.U., 135 W. 
meets every Thursday night in the office 
Harry Goxt, Sec’y-Treasurer. 


TUCKERS, STITCHERS AND PLEATERS’ 


33rd St., PA. 6-2154-5-6. Executive Board 
of the Union. Z. L. Freedinan, President; 





ORSET AND BRASSIERE WORKERS’ UNION, 
Abraham 


Ave., New York City; ALg. 


4-6727. 


Local 32, LL.G.W.U., 96—5tn 
Snyder, Manager. 





LOTHING WORKERS OF AMERICA, New York Joint Board, 21 West 15th St., 
New York City; TOmpkins Square 6-5400. L. Hollender, J. Catalanotti, Maa- 


egers; Abraham Miller, Sec’y-Treasurer. 





NTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF PULP, 


SULPHITE AND PAPER MILL 


WORKERS of United States and Canada. John P. Burke, President-Secretary; 


Bart Doody, Treawurer. 





OINT BOARD DrESS AND WAIST MAKERS’ UNION, 222 West 40th St., New 


York City; LOngacre 5-5100. 


Board of 


Directors meets every Monday evening; 


Joint Board meets every Wednesday evening in the Council Room at 218 W. 40th 


St. Julius Hochman, General Manager; 


Phillip Kapp, Sec’y-Treasurer. 





¥ ADIES’ GARMENT WORKERS’ 
WaAtkins 9-6868. David Dubinsky, 


UNION, 
President. 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
3 West 16th Street, New York City; 





Harry Shapiro, Pres.; 
Max Goldenberg, Sec’y to Exec. 


ADIES’ GARMENT CUTTERS’ UNION, 
Executive Board meets every Thursday at 
Ig 


Wis. 7-8011. 
Nagler, 
Boad; 


Isadore 





THE AMALGAMATED 
L.L.G.W.U., 60 W. 35th St; 
the off Tice of the Union 
¥; Louis Stoll As M H 


Local 10, 








1 


Diamond, Chairman, ieee, Bos 





Office, 30 W. 37th 
Manager, N. Spector; ’ 
Mendelowitz, M. Goodman, Lucy 


Rosenblatt; Secretary of Executive Board, 


ILLINERY WORKERS’ UNION, Local 24, Cloth Hat, Cap and Millinery Workers 


International Unian. 
St., WIs. 127 0. 
Secretar 





Dow ntown office, 
Executive Boa 

reas,, Alex 

Oy iopoibel n; ¢ 


640 Broadway, SPring 7-4548; uptown 

eets every Tuesday, 8 p.m. 
pe Rd ge ge I. H. Goldberg, 

man of Executive Board, Morris 

Saul VW dos, 





5:30 p.m. 


ECKWEAR MAKERS’ UNION, 7 E. 15 


once a month. Local Executive lk 
Ed Gottesman, Secretary-Trea 





NDERGARMENT AND NEGLIGEE WORKERS’ UNION, 
, s } 


873 Broadway, New York City; ALg 


Local 62 of I.L.G.W.U. 
\ 


1-18461 Shore fanager 


Chicago S.D.F. 
Holds Forum 


CHICAGO.—The Central Branch 
laid 


interest 


of the Chicago S.D.F. has 


definite plans to revive i 
Sociali st organization in 


city. The Branch will meet 


larly on the second and fourth 


Vednesday of the month at 
Workmen’s Circle Hall, 124 


California Ave. 


The first of a series of mont 


onen forums to be held in 


Workm ‘Hall will 





place in Mar Leaflets ad- 
vertising the discussion will be 
issued for the first meeting and 
those to follow. Spencer Binyon 
is the branch secretary and 


i 
Frank Passovoy is chairman. 

Veteran 
Circle members, trade 


Socialists, 


ers and active workers of 
committee will 


imonial dinne 


Jewish labor 
tend the test 
David B. Gertler 
of the S.D.F. 
Committee, this Sunday 
the Roosevelt Room of 
ay 


son ts. 


Nick Pesch,: Chicago 
reports that plans 


secretary, 


it 
under way for a Chicago New 
Dinner. A second confer- 
Democracy 


Leader 
ence of the Social 
Council will be held short 
May Day plans will be 

upon at the next executive 





mittee meeting. 

Chicago S.D.F. 
clubs, trade 
viduals can order 
special 17th anniversary 


of The New 


unions, and 
bundles of 


at Albany 9230. Copies are 


sale three ¢ ents in bundles 
fifty or more. 


Workers Security Group 
Not Linked to Pesch 




















CHICAGO.—The Workers Se- (Continued pram Page ‘Two) D » of tl Ny w ¥¢ ‘ 
curity Federation, with which He has introduced in 5 e ( r t Depa t 
Henry Duel is affi 1 BOTA si ‘ tut t veek ¢ 
way connected with ervice : snc al i employees 
Mr. Duel is rendering The . - ‘ ‘ The b fing worke1 involve 
r 4 ; $ te pl t « ! 

Leader as assistan 0 ic / gat Charles BE. Killingbe ind Georg 
Peseh, this paper’s Chicago rep ee ; Riddock. a represented in the 
resentative. . u ’ ) 1 Ashe of Frankle 

V. M. Halushka, like Mr. Duel . 7 2 Ashe & 
is a member of the Chicago ge ip ‘B th Day : The defe t he Gar 
aiding The New Leader. z ; Center Capitol, Ih is repr 

aes ee by Wa Gord Ver 
ra of Danbury H s fam 
SEARS, ROEBUCK FALSE ee meeting s led 
ADS SCORED BY F.T.C. form 

W ASRINGTON, D.C, : : 4 10 
representation in advertisement _— 
dealing with prices of auto t Eee , Sic? ; 
and tubes was charged agai t 2 ; og : 2 . : 
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FAKE SCALPTONE ADS It i 
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BRITISH CO-OPS MARK yf f ‘ 
95th ANNIVERSARY in ex- 
1 ! 4 ) t oO 

ROCHDALE, England J a ae ” ior intl 
cooperative movement celebs of ¢ \ | r Party e 
ed t ve 1 rsa f ’ r nle 
Dee. 21. From the first co-op ip ap ; 7 aia oy 
pened in a little side Con pies sage ie — 

led Toad Lane i 844 + ( xpi _ politic . 
grow! a world-widk ! vem par l UNte at i ik ar 

0.000.000 me # ; 
rethy n the Internatio ; ” 
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Workmen’s 


union lez 


Illinois member 
National Executi 
evening 
In the 
Morrison Hotel, Clark and Madi- 


S.D.F. 


are 


decided 
com- 
branches, W.C. 
indi- 


the 
Leade '"y call 


Nick Pesch of the Chleses Office Waldman’ Ss 


for ihe qu 1 whetner 
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edition 


BUILDING WORKERS SEEK 
WAGE vere BENEF iTS 


mployees 


od Statement bt ae nervic ‘oer firms Rs 


iged in interstate commerce are 


On A L D to rect Ve the benefits of the 
e e bd Wage and Hours law wi 

















Finnish re wages, shown o as they prepares to evacuate e Viborg. 


mainten- 








The 17th Anniversary. 


New Leader Banquet 


e PLEASE RESERVE 


ILGWU'S DANC “E. MUSIC 
GROUPS HOLD CONCERT 


April 7, 1940! 3 sis 


THIS DATE! sd 





Claessens to Tour U.S. 
As SDF Speaker in May 


Beginning next May, 
tary of the New York City 
will be given a leave of absence to make a speaking 
ganizing the S.D.F. to the Pacific Coast 
a recent ful tour by I. 
secretary of the Jewish Socialist 
received many re- cles, cooperative and otner 


quests for an English 


August Claessens, excutive secre- 
Social Democratic Federation, 
and or- 
During 
national 


tour ior 
Levine Shatzkes, 


success 


Verband, he organ- 





speaker. 


requests it is will be accommodated. The 





Because of thes¢ prin- 
elieved that some important or- ( al cities across the country and 
ganizing work can ve done for ack ll be v 1 by Cl 


saessens 
the program of the S.D.F. re- vho accom- 























cently adopted by the National plished speakers i? t United 
Executive Committee. states 

This provides for the affilia- He also expects to spend nearly 
tion of independent friendly vo weeks in California because 
ical groups, trade unions and it demand ? S} r in that 
other organizations that can be at 
nterested in setting up councils ] Ne Li ooperat- 
under the direction of the Na- ng with Ck ns in tni tour 
tional Council established in New and he will represent while on 
York City. the road som of leading 

The intention is to consolidate cities he expects to visit enroute 
the opposition to the Communist to the coast are Butfalo, Detroit, 
and Nazi organizations and their Chicago, Louis, Kansas City 
various “fronts,” to strengthen and De 
demoeracy, to emphasize the real Read » are interested in 
issue in the world-wide this t The New 
struggle against totalitarianism, | s thout ‘ay, 
and to strengthen all te onde ncies_ It veeks to com- 
toward the ideals of Social Dem- plete nts and to 
ocracy. time for organization to 

Trade unions, Workmen’s Cir-  licize the meeting 





Penn. Farm Co-op Opens Eastern Co-op Wholesale 
Feed Mill at Manheim Business Volume Soars 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—The rap- NEW YORK—The Eastern Co- 
Wholesale broke its 
program of the Penn- business record the sec- 
reached ond month in a row in October 
$105,300— 
13, Which was 38.5 per cent ahead 
Va of its -76,000 volume for the same 
month in 1938. 
planned The addition of a 12-ton trailer 
as a five-year program, the Penn- and a diesel-motored tractor this 
month gives the Eastern Coop- 


consumers’ co- operative 
SLOO,000 


idly crystallizing 
operative 
sylvania Farm Bureau 
its “source of production” ob- when business totaled 
jective on Monday, Novem 
When its new farm-feed m 
formally opened at Manheim. 








Although it was not 


sylvat ia cooperative feed mill be 











me a re ality just five vear erative Wholesale an impressive 
after the incorporation of tl fleet of trucks for transporting 
Per lvania Farm Bureau Co the Wholesale’s mounting volume 
ope A lation in 1934 ot busine 
wher t! tate wholesa! eT e 
did x busine f $24,600 rv CANADIAN SOLDIERS 
th O-¢ 
e county Co-ops. MAY RUN FOR OFFICE 
! e are fi eC i? ervey > . . . 
Sas pre: OTTAWA, Canada. Members 
Bureau Co ( ] or , } . 
: 4 vl med forces are 
Ppactle ? . | oO ’ . ° 
; 2 un election to Parlia- 
Vanizi I ate on 
. ment. I} government announces 
esale will con tae : : 
} n t t an oldier Who may become 
Ising ; 
750.000. cand e mM ci approaching 
‘ ) wil vranted leave of 
absence p for the re- 
Swedish Labor Alds Finns quired period 
WASHINGTON, D. ¢ Swed However, such candidates must 
¢ ! f ol 
of S Fir | - 
The larg ition Industria! security can be main- 
two mill ] func ed tained through the purchase of 
Ss union-made goods and the patron- 
R ( izing of union services. 
( ederation of Labor Have union label tattooed on 








Aunounceme al | 


i AS ‘ROUP of progressive workers have organized themselves 

F into a cooperative for the purpose of purchasing a tract 
br of land suitable for summer life. The place in mind is near 
== Peekskill, N. Y., with about 200 beautiful acres, at very low cost. 
ider this cooperative methed of purchase and building, 
expenses will be reduced tremendously. With vovernment finane- 


ing of low-cost homes, it will be possible to purchase a plot and 
small cash payment. A number of public- 
pirited labor men are identified with the project. 
All those interested are invited to write or call for particu- 7 
lars from Henry Fruchter, Forward Building, 175 East Broadway, = 
ew York. Tel.: ORehard 4-2883. 3 


home with a very 








SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER 


UQ@ weeks 23¢ 
e 


POINTING A 
TO PEACE 


PRACTICAL WAY 
MI FURIES 0 0 v4 0% 





8 With half the world at war and the other half praying 
fervently that it may be spared the same horrible ate—the 
thought in all our mind What can we do to stop this 
insane and murder s terror that is now made all the more 
horrible by modern scientific mass r ler machines?” 

@ The Co operative Press is tak 1 front-rank position in 
the fight for pea It can afford to do th It is in a posi- 
tion of ¢ nomic independence no way tied up with 
apitalisti war prohteering Like The Ne Leader—it is 
inafraid and uncens And s buildng a new social 
order in which profiteering greed, the seed of war will be 


iprooted 


@ May we introc you to the practi aspects of the Co 


operative n € er ts ne-r peace program—to 

uke war o f th vor I lestroying the economic un- 
alan } f ‘ ; t ke j t 

" I 1 W ) ixe advantage 

+} f t j 7 

h s readers of 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDER 
TRIAL ke 


OFFER °—Superior, Wis. 


| The Co-operative Builder—Box 2 


Bev t the Co-oper- 
COUPON i } tical peace program 
; n rhe Co-operative 


: ‘ ‘ Lead reader, 10 
! ts I enclose 


WEEKS 


25¢ 
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Most Prominent Writers Will Feature 
The New Leader’s Special 17th Anniversary Edition 


ORDER COPIES Now! 


3 CENTS IN BUNDLES OF 50 
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Where the News Ends 


By Charles Yale Harrison 


SOME time ago I remarked that while Westbrook all degrees of crimes, up to and including murder, 
Pegler might be a bilious misanthrope, so far 
he gave no evidence of being a fascist. 
_ the man seems determined to make the grade. His 
recent columns on the American Federation of La- 
bor have all the unrestrained viciousness which 
marked the anti-labor utterances of Mussolini and 
Hitler before their rise to power. 
and gentlemen, I give you Herr von Pegler, candi- 
the 


date for Republiksfuehrer in 
Presidential elections. 


There can be no doubt that he has all the req- 
He loathes 
Liberals give him a localized pain. 
lently opposed to Roosevelt and there is not a 
progressive movement which has not been dragged 
through the slime of his column. 


uisite qualifications. 


ly unprincipled. 


water and glories in his know-nothingism. 
like most American, incipient fascists he berates 
hence hi« 
tacks on Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin. 

His very appeal is to that section of the pop- 
ulation which, in a crisis, would form the base 
Where Walter Lipp- 
man, Dorothy Thompson and Raymond Clapper 
are read by those who are more or less capable 
of cerebration, Pegler writes exclusively for the 
bar and gril] trade, for the lumpen-proletariat. 
He has the same appeal as the funnies. 
circulation, all right, but nobody remembers what 
the hell it was all about the next day. 
remains, however, is heavy sediment of reaction- 


all competing brands 


of a totalitarian movement. 


ary hatred. 


Each of his anti-labor columns reads as though 
it were a harangue to a lynching mob. He is the 
spokesman, par excellence, for those who think 
There is nothing in his views on 
labor which was not held by Mussolini’s squadristi 
in 1922 and Hitler brown shirts in 1933. 

O matter what the subsidiary characteristics 

of a fascist may be, he is marked primarily 
And always your 
good totalitarian demagogue pretends to be con- 
cerned with the “victimized’”’ rank-and-filer. Both 
Hitler and Mussolini wept bitter tears about the 
plight of German and Italian trade unionists. 
Yet, the first official act of fascism called for the 
abolition and utter destruction of organized labor. 

Lately Pegler has been working himself into a 
lather of hydrochloric acid over the American 
It is, according to this A 


with their fists. 


by a fierce hatred of labor. 


Federation of Labor. 


profound commentator, “ a great, arrogant, cor- 
rupt, hypocritical, parasitic racket.” Nothing less, 
Its membership dues provide “an 
enormous lug, or graft” for a champagne-guzz- 
ling, immoral! leadership. It has been guilty “of 


if you please! 


He is complete- 
He is an ignoramus of the first 


for years.” 
But now 


And so, ladies to flow from 


forthcoming 





This sort of Peglerian hysteria has now been 
going on for months, and the quotations above 
are by no means unusual in their intemperance 
and venom. To my mind they constitute a definite 
threat to the public peace, for if action were ever 
this 
vigilantism with rope in hand. I am at a loss to 
understand why the organized labor movement 


rabble-rousing it would be 


does not call for a boycott against the newspapers 


labor leaders. breaking stuff. 


He is vio- 


And 


eesasional at- becomes, 


the AFL is 


It gets 


Ail that 


labor than I. 


Organized 


significance. 


chair for sound.’ 


which print this dangerous, inflammatory, strike- 


So far, an abatement of this campaign against 
the four million men and women who compose the 
American Federation of Labor is not in sight. 
Each succeeding column surpasses its predecessor 
in intensity and rage. The more he is ignored— 
the man is absolutely impotent in affecting cf- 
ficial opinion—the more violently psychopathic he 


| Pare most primitive minds, Pegler’s is at its 
best in the argument ad hominem. 

a personality is easier for him than tackling an 
idea. Thus, because an occasional 
with a doubtful past has risen to power,therefore 
a foul 
Green prefers the company of known thugs and 
murderers, therefore the income of all unions is 
a “take,” therefore 
unions, therefore it would be a good idea tu run 
the whole shebang out of business. 

No one is more prepared to admit the inade- 
quacies and shortcomings of American organized 
Of course, 
products of the underworld and, quite properly, 
have no place in the AFL. But does this call for 
a sweeping attack on every leader in the move- 
ment? Does it follow that all unions are rackets? 
labor 
question, our strongest bulwark against the sa- 
vagery which now threatens to engulf all Europe. 
It has sponsored all the splendid social legislation 
which makes America seem a Utopia when com- 
pared to the totalitarian countries. It has given 
the American people a standard of living that is 
the envy of the whole world. 
industry and increased its productivity. 

But to all this our columnist, speaking out of 
the corner of his mouth, replies: “Boloney, bush- 


Slugging 
labor leader 


racket, therefore William 


what’s the use of having 


Bioff and Scalise are 


in this country is, without 


It has stabilized 


wah, showcase stuff! It’s a racket, I tell yuh!” 
reader suggests that “the radio workers’ 
union ought to wire the seat of Pegler’s pontifical 
” And—might I add?—for fury. 
But make no mistake about it, it is not without 
For Pegler’s campaign is the meat 
upon which fascism feeds. 


Social Democracy’s Great Chance 
Comes with Rout of Communists 


(Continued from Page Two) 
are getting less in number. 

Although production has 
reached a higher level than in 
1929, there are still nine or ten 
million unemployed. The number 
of our jobless does not decrease. 

That is the indictment against 
the present economic system. For 
years, Socialists have insisted 
that under the present capitalist 
set-up, periodic crises, mass un- 
employment, and impoverishment 
of millions are invevitable. 

Socialists have pointed out 
that if we really wish to improve 
the lot of the American people 
and institute a greater measure 
of security, we must rebuild the 
entire economic structure — and 
rebuild it on new Socialist foun- 
dations. 

The Socialist teachings dis- 
seminated in America within the 
past fifty years have most 
certainly born fruit. The Socialist 
message has gone forward to 
masses of people everywhere 
Within recent years, too, the 
guiding spirits of the American 
labor movement have begun to 
speak in Socialist terms. 

Although they don't mention 
the word “Socialism,” they direct 
sharp criticism against the pres- 
ent social system, and advance 
the identical arguments and de- 
mands the Socialists do. 

* * * 

Opposition to Socialism has 
weakened within the past decade. 
Today, a large part of the Amer- 
ican people lends a sympathetic 
ear to Socialist teachings. 
Cialist ideas are gaining an in- 
creasingly firm hold among the 
intellectuals. 

Even the 


So- 


American farmer no 
longer fears the word “Social- 
ism”—what with the depression 
depriving him of ownership. 

The producing masses have be- 
gun to understand that they can 
improve their conditions only by 
pooling their economic and polit- 
ical strength. 

Events in this 
gradually paving the way for a 
genuine progressive party, built 
upon a Socialist foundation. The 
stronger the organization of dem- 
ocratic Socialists, the closer and 
firmer its ties the trade 
unions, the will this party 
become a reality and a power in 
the United States. 

Communism and so-called “rev- 
olutionary Socialism” that agi- 
tate for a ‘“‘Workers’ Democracy” 
have no foothold in America. 
Communism is now entirely dis- 
credited in the eyes of all sincere 
and forthright Americans. 


countrys are 


with 


soonel 


Every person to any degree po- 


litically-minded now realizes that 
Communism has 
for Fascism, and that if Fascism 
has not triumphed 


paved the way 


everywhere, 
the fault docs net lie with the 


Communists. For more than 20 
years they have ridiculed the idea 
of freedom and democracy and 
have weakened and demoralized 
the organized labor movement, 
the strongest bulwark of democ- 
racy. 

Within the past three or four 
years, until Stalin’s alliance with 
Hitler, the Communists had been 
protesting their devotion to the 
cause of democracy. They were 
ready to work not only with the 
Socialists and “bourgeois” demo- 
crats, but even with extreme con- 
servatives, 

We Social Democrats were op- 
posed to any collaboration with 
the Communists. We knew that 
they had offered collaboration be- 
cause they considered it a useful 
maneuver. 

The interests of Soviet Russia 
as a power had demanded the 
adoption of such a policy at that 
time. We predicted, however, 
ever, that, should Russia’s inter- 
national position change and 
should Stalin no longer fear Ger- 
many, the Communists would 
change their tacties, and would 
no longer pretend to defend peace, 
freedom, and democracy. 

Nearly five years ago, in an 
article in The New Leader, I 
wrote: 

“The policy of the Comintern 
is not dictated by any genuine 
desire for working-class unity, or 
the interests of international So- 
cialism and Democracy. The mo- 
tivating force behind the Comin- 
tern’s latest United Front ma- 
neuver is Russian national policy, 
and consideration of the expedi- 
ency and necessity of! Soviet 
diplomacy. 

“The Soviet rulers are in dead 
ly fear of attack by Nazi Ger- 
many, or a joint assault by Ger- 
many and Japan. That explains 
why Stalin is so concerned about 
preserving the ‘remnants of bour- 
democracy’ in France and 
in other countries opposed to Ger- 
man aggression, 

“Stalin would not hesitate to 
conclude a United Front with the 
German nationalists and monarch- 
ists if they declared themselves 
opposed to the foreign policy of 
the Nazis. Should the Nazi Gov- 
ernment, on the other hand, aban- 
don its program of 
Soviet 
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aggression 
against Russia, Moscow 
would let Germany alone entire- 
ly, which has been its policy with 
respect to Fascist Italy. 

“The relations between Moscow 
and Mussolini have been friendly 
and cordial all these years, as the 
world knows. 

“Moscow has been 
Italy with 


wheat. oil 


supplying 
quantities of 

coal, tar and other 
for use of the 
Ethionia.” (New 
er, March 23, 1935. 

The change in the tactics of the 
Communist International serves 


large 
products talian 
Lead- 


armies it 


only to demonstrate the absolute 
lack of consistency of principle 
and the complete moral collapse 
of ofiicial Communism, just as the 
execution of the Bolshevist lead- 
ers in Moscow demonstrated the 
absolute collapse of Bolshevism. 

The Social Democratic Federa- 
tion has, at this moment, a fer- 
tile field for intensive activity. It 
can become an important factor 
in American life if it performs 
its task properly. Our movement 
suffers a great deal from the lack 
of intellectuals in its ranks. 

It has always had a good many 
intelligent men and women in its 
ranks, but it has suffered from a 
scarcity of Socialist intellectuals. 

A Socialist movement without 
Socialist intellectuals cannot be 
successful. Even the most power- 
ful Socialist parties in Europe 
bend all their efforts towards en- 
listing as large a number of in- 
tellectuals in their ranks as pos- 
sible. Every Socialist Party main- 
tains special schools for the dis- 
semination of advanced Socialist 
teachings. 

Accomplishments along this line 
have been negligible in the United 
States. 

Mere promises of utopia win 
few converts. It is necessary to 
demonstrate by facts that Social- 
ism is practical and that the So 
cialist method speeds the general 
progress of the country and forti- 
fies the positions of the men and 
women who produce the nation’s 
goods. 

The methods formerly used in 
disseminating propaganda are 
now outmoded. The Socialist 
teachings of today must be of a 
more serious nature and to the 
point. For that purpose a seri- 
ous periodical is necessary. 

This would serve as a Socialist 
forum for our members and would 
in due time educate men and 
women to be active leaders in our 
ranks. 

The Communists have flooded 
the market with their Stalinist 
“Marxist” product and their anti- 
Social Democratic filth. The voice 
of Democratic Socialism has bare- 
ly been heard thus far. 

No wonder our ralical youth 
has until recently been under the 
influence of Bolshevism and _ its 
anti-democratic teachings. 

The Social Democratic Federa- 
tion must, first 
adequate machinery to 
fectively all de 
elements in tl 


of all, create an 
unite ef- 
moceratie Socialist 

country into a 
strong organization. Its first task 
is to build a strong Social Demo- 
to triple the circula- 
New Leader, and cre- 
Democratic literature. 

Thus far we have done ve y 
little to turn the tide of the 
American left toward democratic 
Socialism It is high time we 


began 
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tion of The 
ate Social 


A Statement by 
The Editorial Board 


T 
I Louis Waldman deemed 


is extremely regrettable, to 
it propitious at this crucial period 


say the least, that Comrade 


when the American Labor Party is engaged in a bitter primary 
fight with the Communists, to make an attack (which was printed 
in the daily press) upon Alex Rose, secretary of the American 


Labor Party. 


Grievances of a personal nature or differences of opinion on 
organizational matters should be settled through party channels 
and not by constantly running to the press. 

The Social Democratic Federation has no differences of opinion 
at present, on principle or policy, with the American Labor Party. 
The Social Democratic Federation has every reason to be gratified 
that the American Labor Party has finally come to the realization 
of the Social Democratic position that Communists have no place 
in a bona fide political party of labor. To divide now the forces 
of the American Labor Party is tantamount to playing into the 
hands of the Communists, who seek to destroy the American Labor 
Party. Particularly is it regretful that Waldman did not consult 
the Social Democratic Federation nor did he speak in its name. 
We deem it our duty to disassociate The New Leader from the 
unwarranted attack upon Alex Rose and the American Labor Party. 


The Editorial Committee. 


THE EDITOR. 


Editorials 


BETWEEN TWO WORLDS 


HE complete text of the report of the program committee 

of the Republican National Committee is not at hand but 
the digests made available in the press this week are of 
extraordinary interest. The report is the result of two years 
of study, regional conferences, a national conference and 
interviews with men and women in various occupations 
and professions under the sponsorship of about 200 GOP 


best minds. 


The net impression we get is that the terrible collapse 
of the Harding-Coolidge-Hoover heaven in 1929 has so 
shocked the GOP that its leaders have turned to a little 
serious study and thinking rather than to the empty bally- 


hoo of the rosy post-war era. 


High Democratic leaders 


also had to do some serious thinking when they fell heir 


to the GOP wreck in 


1933 and their main task was to 


clean up the debris and shore up the rocking old order with 
a variety of supports and repairs. 

The report reveals a reluctant and partial surrender of 
the old GOP dogma that opposed government intervention 
in industrial relations except as such interference helped 
the “free enterprise’ of big banking and capitalist kings. 
It yields something to a policy of social control and yet 


sings an anthem to the virtues of ‘free enterprise.” 


For 


example, the report does not completely condemn public 


housing. 


It simply glorifies ‘free enterprise’’ in this field 


and limits the government to “the role of example-setter 


and stimulator.” 


In short, this report reminds us of two lines of Matthew 
Arnold. The GOP is ““Wandering between two worlds,— 


one dead, the other powerless to be born. 


* 





THE PLIGHT OF WEAK NEUTRALS 
ORWAY, like all other weak neutrals, is damned if it 


does and damned if it does not. 


Like Finland, Denmark 


and Sweden, its sympathies are wholly with France and 
England but its geographical position makes it vulnerable 
to Nazi attack and it must be careful not to offend the 


maniac of Berlin. 


London may have proved its case that Norway does not 
fulfill its ‘‘duty’’ by making a thorough search of the Nazi 
prison ship, but one can make out a similar case against 


a man facing a gat in the hands of a gangster. 


The victim 


may not fulfill his ““duty’’ by protecting the possessions of a 
friend left in his care for the very good reason that the vic- 


tim's life was in peril. 


The Nazi dictatorship has not only terrorized the north- 
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ern neutrals but also the Balkan neutrals and in the North it 
has frequently violated the territorial waters of the Scan- 


dinavian nations. 
strengthens the Nazis. 


The Allies cannot 
Hence the London protest to Oslo. 


tolerate this as it 


As for the Berlin protest to London and Oslo that the 
British rescue of English prisoners in Norwegian waters was 


“beastly” 


and a breach of international law—well, it is 


like a Dillinger who shoots up a neighborhood and then 
hands a book on ethics to the police when they attempt to 


arrest him. 





THE G.P.U. MEETS 


ITH all preparations ready to go underground in accord 
with standing instructions of Moscow, the Russian GPU 
meets as a national committee of the Communist Party in 
New York City where Earl Browder tells the assembled 
dummies that they are to work out a “democratic program 


for the national campaign. 


However, this extension of an 


alien dictatorship into the heart of the United States is on 
the toboggan and its agents should give serious considera- 
tion to its coming secret existence and reprint the leaflets 
calling for armed insurrection which they distributed so lav- 


ishly in 1919-21. 





HELPING THE FINNS 


iu IS extremely gratifying to learn that no less than 1,200- 
000 contributions have been made to the Finnish Relief 


Fund by American trade unions. 


No one in his senses ever 


doubted that the organized workers of this nation, except 
for a few directed by the terrorist of the Kremlin, are heart- 
ily for the Finnish people in their fight to avert a fate as 
terrible as that which overwhelmed the peoples of Austria 
and Czecho-Slovakia ta th ehands of the Berlin terrorist. 
By helping Finland we are not only fighting for Finnish 
democracy, but for the political, economic, cooperative and 
cultural organizations of the organized workers and farmers 
of that unhappy country. The Finnish struggle is our strug- 
gle; the Finnish enemy is our enemy, and if the Finnish 
bastion against barbarism falls, it will be a fearful blow to 
democracy and the labor movement everywhere. 





ISOLATION A PHANTOM 
HE EUROPEAN war is more and more affecting Ameri- 


can economic conditions, armament policy, foreign pol- 


icy, and relations with other governments. 


All of which 


shows that isolation is no cyclone cellar into which we can 
retreat and avoid being hit. Our isolaitonism has even made 
us an unwitting partner in the destruction of the Spanish 
Republic and the war against the Chinese Republic. 

Moreover, American exports to Russia last December 
showed a substantial increase while American exports to 
thirteen neutrals bordering on Germany increased 47 per 
cent in the last four months of 1939, compared with the 
same period of the previous year, and there is little doubt 
that much of these exports found a terminal in Germany. 
Thus we have to some extent been accomplices of militarist 
Japan, Nazi Germany and Bolshevik Russia. 


Isolation? 


locusts sweep over the countryside. 


As well talk of immunity when a plague of 


Isolation is a phantom 


of the brain, not a courageous facing of reality. To be sure, 
we should keep out of the war, but we should also help 
those who shoot the way we would shoot if we were in the 
fight and not supply the gangsters with materials to wage 


war. 
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Do AFL Chiefs 
DemandControl 
As Unity Price? 


From HARRY KELLEY 
To the Editor: 

It is my impression that the 
“open door” of the AFL that 
you speak of is open on condi- 
tions that would leave the Hutch- 
inson, Woll, Frey, Green and 
others like them still in control 
and revert to the conditions that 
prevailed before the CIO came 
into existence. 
that 
information 


have 
bet- 
but 
the 


I coneecde 
inside 
ter informed than myself, 
even you must admit that 
AFL leaders who are behind this 
“open door” are the same men 
who sstematically sabotaged 
the organization of mass indus- 
tries for years and usurped the 
power to suspend the unions that 
created the CIO and prevented 
them from having a voice in the 
convention following the suspen- 
sion. 

Has the 
spot t 

I have not been a member of 
a trade union for many years. 

I never met or even saw Lewis, 
but if I were in his place I would 
definite guarantees 
before I entered 

with men who 
blind alleys and 
attempt made to 
movement in 


you 
and 


may 
are 


leopard changed its 


want pretty 
publicly made 
into negotiations 
led labor 


stultitied 


down 
every 
] real labor 
this coun 


New Rochelle, N. Y. 


build a 


try. 


| We are all interested in heal- 
and it should make no dif- 

ice to us which side takes 
breach in the labor move- 
initiative in ending the fight. 
Our correspondent _ believes 
that the door is held open by 
the AFL so that Hutchinson and 


others may control. We = shall 
not quarrel with his view. 

It is sufficient to say that if 
the door was held open by Lewis 
and others it is more than likely 
that some AFL men would say 
that this action was prompted by 
the desire to insure Lewis con 
trol. 

In either case this attitude 
might be right but it could only 
be proven after further attempts 
to obtain reconcilation had 
failed. We all agree that rec- 
onciliation is necessary and de- 
sirable but if we decide in ad- 
vance that it cannot be obtained 
we should not favor negotiations 
at all. 

Because this diehard attitude 
continued after our Civil War 
ended the North and South paid 
for it in ten years of hates and 
hysteria. 

We have had nearly four years 
of strife; let us hope that it will 
not prove to be a decade of civil 
war.—The Editor.] 


—————— 


Hails Publishing 
Of Diverse Views 


From JOSEPH REICH 
To the Editor: 

Perhaps it would be impertinent 
for me to praise the worth of the 
various feature articles and the 
signed contributions appearing 
in The New Leader. 

I think that informed 
are in agreement that your pol- 
icy of “open house” has attracted 

of the most talented 
and commentators on 
sides of the Atlantic (it 
would seem that these writers 
save their best stuff for your col- 
umns). 

Just as important, although 
perhaps obvious, is your 
avoidance of journalistic and sec- 
tarian patterns which puff events 
to fit. On the other hand, your 
efforts are obviously to treat the 
events agcording to their intrinsi¢ 


people 


the pens 
writers 


both 


less 


To the Editor 


Takes Issue 
With Harrison 
On Spain 


From CLAUDE McKAY 
To the Editor: 

Tell Harrison that some of us 
did not like what he said about 
Spain in last week’s NEW LEADER. 
The colonial issue is quite differ- 
ent from what he says it is. The 
Leftists of Spain wanted to get 
out of Morocco, just as I believe 
the majority of Americans would 
prefer to cut from the 
Philippines. 

But the Spanish Moroccans 
themselves wanted to remain with 
the Republic, with a liberal change 
of regime in their favor, of course. 
They felt they were not ready to 
govern themselves. (I know, I 
lived three years in Morocco.) 

But the Republican Government 
was enmeshed in its international 
treaties. France especially was 
opposed to a more liberal regime 
in Spanish Morocco. 

Many Major Reforms 
tepublican Spain was a splen- 

experiment, while it lasted 
It broke up the vast estates of 
the grandees, divorced the Chureh 
from the State, gave Women the 
and undertook many social 
reforms for the workers. But it 
needed more time and also help 


loose 


did 


vote, 


from the democracies. 

Does Harrison know that Soviet 
Russia never recognized by 
the Spanish Republic? It 
only after England and France 
refused to help the Loyalist Gov- 
that it turned to Russia 
that 


was 
was 


ernment 


I think history will show 





merit. 

As a result The New Leader 
contains more information on vi- 
tal issues than any other period- 
ical in America today. 

New York, 





"IMPRESSED" 
From WALTER PACH 
To the Editor: 

I have been impressed by a 
number of things I have read 
from time to time in The New 
Leader and believe that a ma- 
jority of the ideas it expresses 
are very near my own. 





the democracies made _ their 
greatest blunder in Spain. 

The burning of the churches 
was an extremist error, but the 
reactionaries also had a _ dirty 
hand in the firing. You ¢an’t 
blame Russia’s intrigue in Spain 
on the Republican regime alto- 
gether. It was obliged to accept 
the Russian terms, because the 
Democracies would not help! 

Allies Muffed Chance 

And just as there were reac- 
tionaries in the Spanish struggle, 
so there are in the Finnish Aid. 
I think Finnish Aid might have 
been more effective without 
Hoover. Does any real liberal 
trust that mean-spirited little 
man? 

Meyer is confused but not all 
wrong. Anyway I think Spanish 
Aid had a much better national 
press than Finnish Aid has today. 
The comrades were better propo- 
gandists. 

The main difference between 
the Spanish and Finnish business 
is not touched by Harrison. The 
Spanish affair was a Civil War 
and so the Democracies were 
right enough to stay aloof and 
say: Let them fight it out among 
themselves. But when the Fas- 
cists and Nazis went in they 
should have gone right after 
them. 

If Mussolini had been trapped 
in Spain, Germany without a 
Westwall in 1936 might have 
been subdued. Even if Stalin 
didn’t fight he would not have 
made a pact with Hitler. It was 
the Allies big opportunity and 
they threw it away. 
"WORTHY ORGAN OF 
ANTI-TOTALITARIANITES" 

From GEORGE W. LEE 
To the Editor: 

I have read The New Leader 
with keen interest and it is fully 
worthy to become the organ of 
those elements who are taking a 
positive stand against all sorts 
of dictatorships, 
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